
 

 

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
731-642-4764 

PARIS, TENNESSEE 
JOY WEATHERSBEE, PASTOR 

The Purpose of the Paris First United Methodist Church is… 
Loving and serving God and our neighbors—with our hearts, minds, souls and strengths. 

Website: www.parisfumc-tn.org 
E-MAIL FOR CHURCH OFFICE IS: pfirstoffice@gmail.com 

NEWSLETTER FOR August 13, 2019 
 

            “Run, Forrest, run!”  For some of us those three words immediately take us to a happy place in our hearts, 

remembering the movie, “Forrest Gump!”  If you haven’t seen it or have forgotten its powerful message, I encourage you to 

find a Red Box and rent it or download it on Netflix, and experience this movie’s hope filled message! 

 Forrest Gump, played by actor, Tom Hanks, is a kind-hearted boy with marginal intelligence, who is often bullied 

because of his physical disability and his low IQ. Encouraged by his mother and his best friend, Jenny, Forrest eventually 

finds his way in life and proves that in spite of what anyone says he is capable of achieving success. Even though few people 

show him kindness, Forrest keeps on being the good man his mother taught him to be. He doesn’t let anything interfere with 

his happiness; he helps others whenever possible and never ceases to follow his dreams.  This award-winning movie is truly 

an inspiration.  

 The story is full of simple and memorable lines worth quoting, such as “My mama always said 'Life is like a box of 

chocolate. You never know what you're gonna get.' You do the best you can with what God gives you. Most importantly, it 

teaches a major life lesson, which echos Hebrews 12:1, our focus for this Sunday’s worship.  “Therefore, since we are 

surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let us run 

with perseverance the race that is set before us.” 

 The writer of Hebrews reminds us that living a life of faith is a marathon.  Sometimes it seems like we’re on a long 

and difficult road – an uphill climb.  But we can make it because of those who are cheering us on.  Every time we gather 

together with our brothers and sisters in Christ we experience “communion of the saints.”  Since scripture teaches us that love 

never ends, (1 Corinthians 13:8-13) we also have the assurance that we are forever connected to those who are now the great 

cloud of witnesses, those who have invested life energy into loving relationships that continue to impact our lives.  

 We are the runners, and we are also members of the cheering section.   

 Every child, every teen, every adult needs people to lift them up; to charge them up and enable them to continue the 

race; to tell them they can do it; and when their legs are just too weary, to carry them along.  That is the communion of the 

saints.  That is what enables us to run with perseverance the race that is set before us.  Yes, Christ is always at our side, but we 

most often experience his presence through one another, imperfect saints that we are, who accompany each other along the 

way.   

 Saying “yes” to follow the way of Christ is how we enter the race. Showing up to share our lives with one another is 

how we get to be a part of in the cheering section.  I look forward to the ongoing opportunities we have to spend time together 

on Sunday mornings, and beginning this week, on Wednesday evenings.  If there’s a “saint” you’ve been missing, give them a 

call or better yet, pay them a face to face visit, and let them know what they mean to you and that you value their presence in 

your life and in the life of our church family. 

Grateful to be running with you, 

                                                      Joy 

REMINDERS & ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 

 WE NEED YOU!! To participate in our upcoming professional photography session for a new church directory.  The dates 
are September 12-14, 23 & 24.  To schedule your appointment, visit our website and click on the link, sign-up on Sunday 
morning; before 8:30 service in the CLC or during Sunday school hour in the Poplar Street lobby area, or call the church 
office between 9am-2pm, Monday – Friday for assistance. 

 UMCOR Christmas Gift Boxes for Third World Children.  This year we are participating in the UMCOR gift boxes, the only 
problem is that they have to be in Jackson by September 3rd!!  The youth and kids have volunteered to decorate and pack 
the boxes, what we need your help with is either buying the items, or making a monetary donation, so that we can 
purchase the items in bulk.  We have a list of items that are suggested for the box in the office, or there will be a box in 
each service on Sunday that you can drop a donation in.  Thank you and sorry it is such short notice!! 

 Promotion Sunday will be Aug. 18th.  This is for children going from nursery to preschool and those moving from 6th grade 
up to youth. Also all rising 3rd graders will be receiving their Bibles.  Promotion Sunday will take place in both services. 

 An organizational meeting for Keenagers will be held Thursday, August 22nd in the Heritage Room at 10:00am.  All those 
interested in getting this activity started again, please come and give your input. 

 A Bridal Tea honoring Courtney Murray, the bride elect of Josh Geary, will be held on September 15th.  If you would like to 
help plan the event, please contact Cindy Lowe at (731) 234 3856. 

 We will have a Veteran’s Day Remembrance on Sunday, November 10th. If you are a veteran we want to recognize you on 
this day during both services. Please call or email the office with your name and branch of service no later than September 
3rd.  If you have any questions please call Cyd Travillian at (731) 336 7534, thank you. 

 Habitat for Humanity is looking for donations of good building lots.  They are almost finished with the current home, and 
are starting to look for the next place to build.  The crew is also looking for new volunteers to help build.  The work hours 
are usually Mon – Fri. 8:00am – noon, no building experience is necessary.  Please call Jim Robertson for more information 
at (731) 407 8748. 

 Food Pantry needs are canned fruit, vegetables & beans, ramen noodles, spaghetti sauce and saltine crackers.  As we are 
now shopping from the Camden warehouse, our list of items that we can purchase has been reduced.   

 UMW is taking orders for blue FUMC long-sleeve t-shirts at $15 each.  Please call the church office at 642-4764 to place 
your order. 

 On behalf of our Cherokee Children’s Mission thank you for your continued support for the back to school supplies.   
Gary and Kathy Collier. 
 

The Bishop has asked that we specifically pray for one church in our conference each week.  You will notice a candle 
being lit on the altar in honor of that church and its congregation.  This week we are asking for special prayers for 

Bethlehem (Hardin) and Hickory Flatt (McNairy) and their pastor Howard Russom. 
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Daily Lectionary Readings 
Wednesday, August 14, 2019: Psalm 11; Isaiah 24:14-23; Luke 12:41-48 
Thursday, August 15, 2019: Psalm 80:1-2, 8-19; Isaiah 2:5-11; Hebrews 10:26-31 
Friday, August 16, 2019: Psalm 80:1-2, 8-19; Isaiah 3:1-17; Hebrews 10:32-39 
Saturday, August 17, 2019: Psalm 80:1-2, 8-19; Isaiah 3:18-4:6; Matthew 24:15-27 
Sunday, August 18, 2019: Isaiah 5:1-7; Psalm 80:1-2, 8-19; Jeremiah 23:23-29; Psalm 82 
Monday, August 19, 2019: Psalm 74; Isaiah 5:8-23; 1 John 4:1-6 
Tuesday, August 20, 2019: Psalm 74; Isaiah 5:24-30; Acts 7:44-53 
Wednesday, August 21, 2019: Psalm 74; Isaiah 27:1-13; Luke 19:45-48 
 
 

PREPARATION FOR SUNDAY, AUGUST 18TH - Worship Services @ 8:30 AM & 11:00 AM 

11:00 AM – TV Channel 195; 9:30 AM – WMUF AM/FM radio 
8:30 AM – Worship Assistant – Mary Kathryn Moore; Computer Ministry – Kathy Schaal; Audio – Amelia Northam  

Set-up – John & Jane Etheridge; Breakfast – Jay & Debbie Walker; Special Music – Rhonda 
8:30 Bus Driver –Jerome Hancock; 11:00 Bus Driver – Andy Hooper; Soundboard Volunteer (11:00 AM) - Rob Whitfield  

 

Total Attendance on Sunday, August 11th was 301 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS: Brighton Gardens (Brentwood) – Marjorie VanDyke; Eiffel Gardens – Rick King; Glenmary (Memphis) 
– Paul Russell;  Morningside – Madge Lawrence, Bunny Selby; Paris Healthcare – Covie Byars, Oma Klingenberg, Donna 
Cooley, Jimmy Mann, Bill Williams; Pigeon Forge Rehab Center - Bobbie Parker; Plumley Rehab – Jim Adams, Ann Nichols, 
Keith Odom, RoseStone:  Kate Younker, Weakley County Nursing Home – Helen Pentecost. 

 

PRAYER CONCERNS: Russell Baatz, Leesa Beecham,  Corey Boden,  Jim Bunney, Barbara Byars, Lisa Caron, Peggy Franz, 
Abigail Frizzell, Glen Garrett, Carolyn Griffey, Clint Hamm, Daryl Harris, John Wayne Harris, Sue Harris (Craig Harris’ 
mother), Dolores Harvie, Patsy Henry, Roy Hill,  Cassandra Hobbs, Helen Mazzeo, Martha McCollum, Cooper McElwain, Jim 
Morgan, Rachel Morgan, Myra Mosley, Tonya Nash, Susan Neese, Evelyn Nicks, Rick Owens, Carol Paschall, Ronnie 
Paschall,  The Family of Don Peale, Dale & Lois Ramme, Regina & Barton Robison,  Merritt Rogers, Taylor Beth Roney,  
Trudie Ross, Erica Simpson, Shirley Swanson, Martha Tittle, Mary Lee Walker,  Ryan Wheat,  Jerry Wimberley, Mike 
Wimberley. 
THE MILITARY: Hudson Bradley, Michael Brewer, Jamie Burton, Jaxon Cook, Callon Conger, Angie Davis, Jason Deaton, 
Alex Dye, Jimmie Fry, Chris Gay, Hayden Goodwin, Colin Harris, Matthew Hart, Sebastian Hayward, Josh Hearnsberger, 
Dillon Jackson, Jason Meadows, Michael D. Merrell, Cory Merritt, Zachery Owens, Austin Paschall, Jon Rhodes, Adam Ross, 
Britney Simpson, Joe Stancook, Loren Steele, Aaron Thompson, Thomas Thompson, Lexy Klopfenstein Veliz, Nathan 
Watson, Jakob Womack. 

 

Paris First Kidz News   
 

 

 

 

 

Calendar: Aug. 18, 2019 Acolytes 
Aubrey Bonar, Owen Wade, and Olivia Hart 
 

Family Night at the Jackson Generals 
Ballpark.  Saturday Night Aug. 31st. Meal 
before the game at 5pm. Game starts at 
6:05pm. Tickets are $18 each. Please RSVP 
Jennifer 363-4462 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

Wed. 8/21 Wednesday Night Schedule 
5:20 pm Dinner 
6:00 to 7:00 pm Classes 
Parents please pick children up in the CLC. 
 

Have a Great School Year!!!! 
 

P-First UMY Upcoming Events 

 
 New and In Youth 

 

Here is what we have going on this week!  

It is about that time to kick things off at 

full speed!  Please contact me at 

pfirstyouth@gmail.com  

for further info.   
 

If you have schedules for performances, 

or sports games or meets for our 

students please send them my way! 

Upcoming Events 
 

Fiesta at First!  Wednesday, August 14th (5:20 – 7:00 P.M.) 

Our Wednesday night schedule kicks off this coming Wednesday with a fun night for 

all of our church family!  We will be in the CLC for tacos, games, a photo booth, and 

more.  We need youth to help out with leading things for the kids as well! 
 

Youth @ CLC Sunday, August 18th (5:00 – 7:30 P.M.) 

To begin our fall focus on relationships, we will have an opportunity to process some 

of the hurts our group has shared in the past, how we’ve grown and continue to 

grow through reflecting on our experiences. Through healthy communication, we 

hope to move into what God has in store for all of us in this next year.   

mailto:pfirstyouth@gmail.com

