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Pastor’s Ponderings 
 

From the time I was five years old, I spent a week every summer in Decatur, Alabama, visiting my cousins.  If I were lucky 
enough to have the 4th of July fall during my Alabama week, then I’d get to see the extravagant fireworks display at Point 
Mallard Park.  It was there that I first remember hearing the Lee Greenwood song that brought tears to my eyes. 
 “I’m proud to be an American, where at least I know I'm free, 
And I won’t forget the men who died, who gave that right to me 
And I’d gladly stand up, next to you and defend her still today, 
‘Cause there ain’t no doubt I love this land! God bless the U.S.A.” 
 

As a child, I learned to be patriotic! I said the Pledge of Allegiance, 
along with my classmates, every morning at school.  We learned Ameri-
can History, at least the part that was in our text books.  Having a 
grandfather who was a proud veteran of World War I and a father who 
served in World War II, I grew up believing that love of country was 
right up there next to love of God.  I believe in the high ideals of our Founding Fathers, “We hold these truths to be self-
evident, that all men (people) are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, 
that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.”    
 

In our day, these words seem to have taken on an even deeper meaning, if we allow ourselves to reflect on what we also 
know to be true.  In 1776, when our nation’s independence from England was declared, the life giving words: “all men are 
created equal,” really meant all white men, because women, and people of color still had no voice - no vote.   
 

From 1831 until 1877, approximately 60,000 people who were native to our great nation were forced to relocate from 
their ancestral homelands in the Southeastern United States, to areas that had been designated as Indian Territory.  The 
Trail of Tears that these original American’s walked went right through this area of West Tennessee.  To think of that bla-
tant discount of human life causes deep sadness.  Because the Native Americans were seen as primitive or different than 
the European immigrants who wanted to settle this new land, their lives had no value, so they were displaced. This, too, is 
a part of our American history; and it’s a part that does not make me proud. 
 

Many of us are weary of the continuing news cycles that are daily raising our consciousness to the ongoing discount of 
black lives and people of color, which is still prevalent in our nation.  Most of us of European descent, are uncomfortable 
in being made aware of our unconscious attitudes that have disregarded the humanity of other people.  We just want eve-
rybody to get along; take responsibility to better themselves and claim opportunities afforded in today’s world.  But the 
Coronavirus has revealed some of the ugly inequities in our nation about which we cannot be proud. We’re having to ask, 
“Why is there a disproportionate number of people of color getting sick and dying from Covid-19?”    
 

Following Jesus requires that we look honestly at the systems that have perpetuated imbalances of power and privilege.  
Following in the way of Jesus calls us to stand with those who have been discounted and disenfranchaised, so that the 
high ideals of our Founding Fathers can be fully realized by ALL people.  If we are really honest, we know that Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr.’s words are true, “No one is free until we ALL are free.”  Perhaps the most important work that we are 
called to, is the work of “awakening” to see what we have not wanted to see - that even in the Church, we have not em-
braced that ALL means ALL!   
 

My prayer is that we can courageously, stand together to promote the wellbeing all ALL God’s children.  As more and 
more of us wake up, we will be a part of ushering in a new day in which our nation truly can celebrate “liberty and justice 
for ALL!”  
Your sister in ministry and Grace,     
                             Joy 



PRAYER REQUESTS:   

Brighton Gardens (Brentwood) – Marjorie Van Dyke         Glenmary (Memphis) – Paul Russell                                       

Morningside –  Bunny Selby                Morningside of Cookville – Jennie McGlohn  

Plumley - Jim Adams, Keith Odom     

Paris Healthcare – Covie Byars, Donna Cooley, Oma Klingenberg, Jimmy Mann, 

Regional Health Extended Care Hospital  (The MED) - Rick King (on palliative care) 

RoseStone – Katie Younker                    St. Thomas -  Julia Presson , back surgery 

Weakley County Nursing Home – Helen Pentecost  
 

Debra Odom & Jane Etheridge - both recovering from falls        Patsy Henry - recovering from surgery  
Wayne Lich - Lois Ramme’s father on hospice care               The Family of Ryan Wheat 
Paul Carney - Surgery this Tuesday                           Nicki King - daughter of Louise & James Paschall having surgery 
Jim Bob Weatherly  - going forward without transplant 
 

ONGOING PRAYER CONCERNS: Russell Baatz, Leesa Beecham, Tonie Belarictk, Jean Cloar, Corey Boden, Frances 
Nichols Cochrum, Dora Corey, Judy Curd, Don Davenport, Peggy Franz, Greg Frary, Abigail Frizzell, Joe Geary, Sha-
ron Harrington, Daryl Harris, Dolores Harvie, Cassandra Hobbs, Carl Honniker, Betty Joan Hoyt,  Whitney Ikemire, 
Jace Jones, Rob Keltz,  Kenneth McBride, Martha McCollum, Cooper McElwain, Joe Pat Moody, Jim Morgan, Rachel 
Morgan, Natalie Norwood, Ronnie Paschall, Michael Perry, Nick Phifer, Dale & Lois Ramme, Taylor Beth Roney,  
Ann Ross, Trudie Ross,  Stephen Rowlett , Gail Sharpe, David Stanton, Shirley Swanson, Tommy & Jan Swor, Doug-
las Taylor (Phyllis’ brother), Martha Taylor, Martha Tittle, Jake Wade,  Lee and Barbara Walgora, Mary Lee Walker. 
 

THE MILITARY: Hudson Bradley, Michael Brewer, Jamie Burton, Jaxon Cook, Callon Conger, Angie Davis, Jason Dea-
ton, Alex Dye, Jimmie Fry, Chris Gay, Hayden Goodwin, Colin Harris, Matthew Hart, Sebastian Hayward, Josh 
Hearnsberger, Dillon Jackson, Jason Meadows, Michael D. Merrell, Cory Merritt, Austin Paschall, Jon Rhodes, Adam 
Ross, Britney Simpson, Loren Steele, Aaron Thompson, Thomas Thompson, Lexy Klopfenstein Veliz, Nathan Watson, 
Doug Winchester, Jakob Womack. 
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Way to Go! Congregational Care Committee!!!! 

Wednesday afternoon, Co-Chairs, Minette Veazey and Linda McCadams, along with their team members: Kathy Thompson, Kathy 

Petrie, Linda Gillespie, Jane Robertson, Steve McCadams and Danny Veazey prepared and served 31 picnic bag lunches to those sen-

ior members of our congregation who made reservations for either a drive by pick up at the church or to have their picnic lunch de-

livered to their home.  Another 8   snack bags were also delivered to our senior church members who are residents in our nursing 

care facilities.  Given our limitations due to safety pre-cautions with Covid-19, this creative alternative provided a great way to say to 

our senior members, “We appreciate you and are grateful that you’re a part of our church family!”  
 

Just a quick reminder that Second Harvest Donation Boxes are located at Kroger and Lakeway IGA.  If you would like  

more information on how to volunteer at Second Harvest, talk to Elyse Bell at 731 431 7674. 
 

The Mid-week Connection on Facebook Live, will take a short break for the month of July.  We hope you have en-

joyed the great conversations we have had over the last month, planning for August has already started. 

OPERATING BUDGET RECEIVED THE WEEK OF 06/21/20  

OPERATING BUDGET AMOUNT RECEIVED YTD 

  $7,655.00  

  $335,745.27  

 

46.41% of budget    

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN AMOUNT RECEIVED YTD 

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN FUND BALANCE AS OF 06/25/20 

   $127,899.17  

  $17,882.17  

 

37% of Goal  

 



 

Hey PFirst Kids & Parents!!   

Due to summer schedules and a number of our families with young children not 

yet being comfortable with inside group activities, we have determined that it is 

best to forgo our alternative Vacation Bible School plan at this time. 

Please continue to have your children looking for their weekly mailing.   

This year, due to COVID-19, the Family Resource Center is having the Back to 

School Bash as a drive-thru event.  They have asked First Methodist to provide  

blunt tip scissors and composition books.  If you prefer not to shop for 

these items, but would like to donate, please send a check to the 

office and in the memo line write B2SB. 

                          Thank you,      Ms. Jennifer                                                           

DAILY LECTIONARY READINGS 

Friday, July 3, 2020: Psalm 45:10-17; Genesis 27:1-17; Romans 7:7-20 

Saturday, July 4, 2020: Psalm 45:10-17; Genesis 27:18-29; Luke 10:21-24; Zechariah 4:1-7 

Sunday, July 5, 2020: Genesis 24:34-38, 42-49, 58-67 and Psalm 45:10-17; Zechariah 9:9-12;  

   Romans 7:15-25a; Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 

Monday, July 6, 2020: Song of Solomon 2:8-13; Genesis 27:30-46; Romans 1:18-25; Jeremiah 27:1-11, 16-22 

Tuesday, July 7, 2020: Song of Solomon 2:8-13; Genesis 29:1-14; Romans 3:1-8; Jeremiah 28:10-17 

Wednesday, July 8, 2020: Song of Solomon 2:8-13; Genesis 29:31-35; John 13:1-17; Jeremiah 13:1-11 

Thursday, July 9, 2020: Psalm 119:105-112; Exodus 3:1-6; Romans 2:12-16; Isaiah 48:1-5 

Friday, July 10, 2020: Psalm 119:105-112; Deuteronomy 32:1-10; Romans 15:14-21; Isaiah 48:6-11 



Congratulations to Elaine Martin on the arrival of her newest grandson, Benjamin Womack on  

July 2nd!  He is the son of US Army Sgt. Jakob Womack and wife Shannon and welcomed by his big sister,  
Ryon.  The Womack’s life in Colorado Springs, CO. 
 

$227. 08 from the Cell Phone Drive has been donated to the Food Panty!   To date you have recycled 

866 phones! That’s keeping arsenic, lead, mercury and other toxic components out of our landfills. You have pro-
vided phones for Battered/Abused/At Risk individuals and you’ve uncluttered your home. Keep up the good work! 
This is an ongoing project. Contact Vicki Jo Stevens-Valentine 247-3388. Join the fight to recycle right. We take 
PDA, too 
 

ON GOING OPTIONS FOR WORSHIP AT PARIS FIRST 
Last Sunday, our church family worshiped both in-person and virtually.  While a few folks were comfortable in 
gathering with our safe guidelines in place, the majority of our congregation are understandably choosing to con-
tinue connecting with our 11:00 Livestream on Facebook or through our delayed broadcast on Cable Station 195 
or by listening to the radio broadcast.  We continue to encourage anyone with a health condition that places them 
in a high-risk category, to worship in the safety of their homes. We ask that all who choose to attend in-person 
worship, self-monitor in order to protect others, by worshiping from home if you’ve had fever in the prior week or 
have been exposed to someone who has tested positive for COVID -19.   
 

SAFE GUIDELINES 
For our 8:30 service in the CLC, please enter through the back glass doors that go directly to the gym.  No coffee 
or breakfast will be served initially.   
For the 11:00 service in the Sanctuary, please enter at Poplar street or at the front of the sanctuary.   
• Wear a face mask “to protect others.”  Masks are provided if you don’t have your own. 
• Sanitize hands upon entering the building. 
• Refrain from physical contact. 
• Maintain safe distancing of at least 6 ft from others.  
• Please bring your own bulletin from home, only a few will be available for guests.  
• Attendance pads and offering plates will not be passed.  Baskets will be available as you enter and exit, 

where you may place your offering. 
• Dismissal will be directed so that there is not “bottle necking” at the doors. 
• Only one person in restrooms at a time. Clorox wipes are provide for you to clean any touched surfaces be-

fore leaving.  
• There will be no children’s church or nursery at this time  Children are always welcome in our worship!   
 
 
 

Project Bridge promotes love for reading with our Paris-Henry  
County First Graders - On Sunday, July 19th those who attend in person wor-
ship or watch our live streamed worship service on Facebook will get to 
meet Miss Billie Armadilly, Tex the Tarantula, Mackie the Bluebird and Taffy 
the Horned Toad.  These are the characters that will be taking Project Bridge 
“on the road” this year to Lakewood, Harrellson, Henry and Rhea Elementary 
Schools.  On the mornings of Monday, July 20 through Thurs. the 23rd a ca-
dre of Project Bridge adult and youth volunteers will be engaging first grad-
ers and encouraging them to develop a love for reading.  Grants awarded in 
support of Project Bridge will provide books for each child to carry 
home.  With the loss of several weeks of classroom instruction time during 
the last school year, due to Covid-19, many of our youngest readers will be especially in need of extra support this school 
year.  Project Bridge is an outreach/evangelism project of the Henry County Discipleship Network of United Methodist 
Churches that was created to offer literacy support and character/faith development with early elementary children. 
 
 



 

Fifth Sunday after  
Pentecost 

 

July 5, 2020 
 

Chiming of the Hour 
 

Prelude                                                “America the Beautiful”  Arr. Hayes                               John Massa 
 

Welcome and Announcements                                                                                 Rev. Joy Weathersbee 
 

Call to Worship                                   “Spirit Song”                                                    Chancel Choir                                                  
 

Hymn of Praise                                   “How Firm a Foundation”                                             UMH  #529 
 

How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord 
Is laid for your faith in His excellent Word 

What more can He say than to you He hath said 
To you who for refuge to Jesus have fled 

 

Fear not, I am with thee; oh be not dismayed 
For I am thy God and will still give thee aid 

I’ll strengthen and help thee, and cause thee to stand 
Upheld by My righteous, omnipotent hand 

 

When through the deep waters I call thee to go 
The rivers of woe shall not thee overflow 

For I will be with thee, thy troubles to bless 
And sanctify to thee thy deepest distress 

 

When through fiery trials thy pathways shall lie 
My grace all sufficient shall be thy supply 

The flame shall not hurt thee; I only design 
Thy dross to consume and thy gold to refine 

 

The soul that on Jesus still lean for repose 
I will not, I will not desert to its foes 

That soul, though all hell should endeavor to shake 
I’ll never, no never, no never forsake.  

 

Sharing of Joys and Concerns, Pastoral Prayer  
 

Scripture Reading                   Genesis 24:34-38, 42-49, 58-67                     Rev. Joy Weathersbee 
 

Hymn of Preparation           “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”                         UMH #400 
 

Come, thou Fount of every blessing, tune my heart to sing thy grace; 
streams of mercy, never ceasing, call for songs of loudest praise. 

Teach me some melodious sonnet, sung by flaming tongues above. 
Praise the mount! I'm fixed upon, it mount of thy redeeming love. 

 

Here I raise my Ebenezer; hither by thy help I've come; 
and I hope, by thy good pleasure, safely to arrive at home. 

Jesus sought me when a stranger, wandering from the fold of God; 
he, to rescue me from danger, interposed his precious blood. 

 

Oh, to grace how great a debtor daily I'm constrained to be! 
Let thy goodness, like a fetter, bind my wandering heart to thee:  

prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, prone to leave the God I love;  
here's my heart, O take and seal it; seal it for thy courts above.  

 
 



Message                                             “Learning to Let God Lead”                          Rev. Joy Weathersbee 
 

Anthem                        “Come Ye Sinners, Poor and Needy”                              Chancel Choir 
 

Communion: The Great Thanksgiving 
   The Lord’s Prayer 
   The Sharing of the Bread and Cup 
 

Time for Reflection & Meditation                “He Leadeth Me”                                       John Massa, organ              
 

Hymn of Invitation                    “Speak, O Lord”                                     
 

Speak, O Lord, as we come to you to receive the food of your Holy Word, 
Take your Truth, plant it deep in us; shape and fashion us in your likeness  

that the light of Christ might be seen today, in the acts of love and our deeds of faith. 
Speak, O Lord, and fulfill in us, all your purposes for Your glory. 

 

Teach us, Lord, full obedience, holy reverence, true humility, 
Test our thoughts and our attitudes in the radiance of your purity. 

Cause our faith to rise, cause our eyes to see Your majestic love and authority 
Words of pow’r that can never fail, let the truth prevail over unbelief. 

 

Speak, O Lord, and renew our minds. Help us grasp the height of your plans for us. 
Truths unchanged from the dawn of time, that will echo down through eternity 

And by grace we’ll stand on your promises,  and by faith we’ll walk as you walk with us. 
 Speak, O Lord, till our church is built and the earth is filled with your glory. 

 

Benediction 
 

Response            “Danish Amen”                              Chancel Choir 
 

Postlude                              “How Firm a Foundation” Arr. Whitworth                           John Massa, organ 
 

At the conclusion of the service, please exit the building without lingering inside so that we can 
maintain our safe distancing without bottle necking in the doorways.  Baskets will be placed at the 
exits for your offering. 
 

 

Upcoming Meetings 
 

Monday, July 6th at 7:00 our Re-Gathering team will meet on ZOOM to evaluate our safety  
                                              protocols and future plans. 
Thursday, July 9th 6:00 Evangelism Team will meet on ZOOM 
 
 
 


