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Pastor’s Ponderings 
 

While Memaw Reed and the “sisters” made their joint efforts in the kitchen of the old farmhouse, putting 
together a big family meal, the men of the family would sit out on the front porch.  Pepaw Reed would usu-
ally be the main talker, while my daddy and my uncles were the main listeners. If it was an election year 
those front porch discussions often seemed to be about whether to vote for the party or the person. In 
those election seasons, local politicians who were out campaigning, would sometimes stop by the old 
farmhouse, and come up on the porch to chat with the men. We grandkids considered it a treat when they 
passed out their little cards, their cardboard fans, fingernail files, ink pins, plastic rain bonnets and key 
rings with their names printed on them. Those prizes were to be reminders of their promises.   
 

For as long as my Papaw was able, politics continued to be a part of heated front porch discussions.  
Pepaw, a veteran of World War I, fought to protect our right to vote, and he considered it a sacred privi-
lege to be able to cast his ballot. Even after he was no longer able to talk or walk alone, when an election 
year came around, my Aunt Louise dressed Pepaw up in his suit and tie, loaded him into her car, along 
with his wheelchair and took him to the polls on voting day.  She somehow managed to roll him into the 
voting booth and was allowed to cast his ballot for him.  She knew exactly how he would have voted - 
straight party line!   
 

I think I only realized how invested my own daddy was in towing the party line the first time I came home 
telling about meeting Dan, the young man whom I thought would be “the one.”  Before my daddy even 
asked whether or not my new boyfriend went to church, he asked about his politics!  (That was something 
we had not even discussed.)  Party line politics still matter to many today, although it seems a lot of peo-
ple will now say they vote for the person and not the party.   
 

We want to cast our vote for someone who values the same things we value; someone who is committed 
to serving the needs of the people and not just themselves; and someone who will represent our voice at 
the table when decisions are made for the common good.  It’s interesting that most candidates for public 
office campaign on the same basic principles: values, service and representation. And, we the people, are 
called to prayerfully discern whom we most trust to walk the talk. 
 

I hope all of our Paris First family, of voting age, have registered and are planning to vote, if you haven’t 
already.  Between Oct. 14th and 20th 5,705 Henry Countians have already cast their ballots either by ear-
ly or absentee voting. Compared to the 2016 election, this shows a 35.74% increase in voter turnout.  Like 
my Aunt Louise, if we know of someone who’d like to vote and needs a ride to the polls, let’s all do our 
part to see that everyone has the privilege to vote. Remember, early voting continues until Oct. 29th, 
when the election office will be open from 7 am until 7 pm! 
 

I invite us all to share Bishop, Bill McAlilly’s prayer for this election.  “O God give us clarity of mind and 
spirit. Bring us to a place of deep understanding and peace within our land. Keep us from harming one an-
other. Give us courage to speak our truth in love as we exercise the privilege given to us to vote in this 
country. These and all things we pray in the name of the One who taught us to love You and to love our 
neighbors as we love ourselves. Amen.” 
 

ALL SAINTS’ DAY - NOVEMBER 1st! 
 

Next Sunday in both our 8:30 and 11:00 worship services we will be remembering those members of our 
church family who have died in the past year.  This is always a special time to give thanks for these who 
have been our brothers and sisters in the faith, and whose lives have been a blessing to ours.   



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PFirst Mid-Week Connection Bible Study, Wednesday 6:00-7:00 on ZOOM 
 

Join Zoom Meeting by simply clicking on this link: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86282891557?pwd=M2d5cVlieHNPODVvRVNyK2JuY1VFdz09 

Or connect by phone by calling  +1 312 626 6799  
Meeting ID: 862 8289 1557 

Passcode: 536526 
 

All are invited, all you need is your Bible, (any translation)  and an open heart to hear God speaking through  
silence, scripture, prayer and Christian community.       

 

Habitat for Humanity is beginning, again!   
If you have some “handyman” or “handywoman” skills or even if you simply have the strength to pick up a 2 by 4 piece of 
lumber, then you could possibly put your gifts to use in helping to build the next Habitat for Humanity house in Paris! The lot 
for this year’s home has been identified, at 304 Irvin Street. The footings are being poured this week, and depending on the 
weather, by mid-November, the volunteer work crews can begin.   Dr. Jim Robertson has been one of the faithful volunteers 
with our local Habitat organization since he retired from his medical practice.  Jim is not only a volunteer carpenter, but this 
year he is serving as president for our local chapter of Habitat for Humanity.  Rob Whitfield serves on the board, and either 
of them would be happy to provide more information on how you can help.  Volunteers who are available through the 
week, usually work on Monday - Friday mornings from 8:00-noon.  Those who are only available on Saturdays show up to 
help between 8:00 and 2:00.  Prayerfully consider if offering yourself to help a deserving family have a home of their own is 
a way you can use your time and talents to love your neighbor as yourself. 
 

Gratitude for Generosity 
When the initial COVID-19 stay-at-home order came in March of this year, our Trustees initially considered postponing our 
Capital Funds campaign which had just begun last October.  Having no idea that we would still not be completely back to 
“normal” by this fall, they took a step of faith and decided we would continue to move forward with our designated projects 
- as we were able.  In spite of the limitations our church family has experienced this year, like everybody else, we have 
reached 50% of our goal of which 75% was pledged, and we’ve already been able to complete all of our updating projects 
with the last one  (repairing the plaster and re-painting the inside of our sanctuary), to begin early in 2021. With the remain-
der of the pledges and other gifts received, we will be able to repay our operating budget for the expense incurred from the 
upgrading of our sanctuary sound system and lighting in 2018. Thank you to all who have supported and who continue to 
support these efforts to help us be good stewards in maintaining the facilities we’ve inherited to use in Christ’s service!       
 

UMW sponsored donations drive benefiting Reelfoot Rural Ministries & Ridgely Senior Center, now through Nov. 22nd. 
Collecting money to buy toys/gifts for the Reelfoot Rural Ministries Annual Christmas Toy Store and to provide Thanksgiving 
and Christmas meals for Reelfoot clients and other seniors served by the Ridgely Senior Center.  Envelopes available at 
church entrances & office.  MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO UMW.  Drop in Sunday collection, mail, or deliver to church office by 
November 22nd.  Questions, call Jane Strain at 333-0449. 
 

DAILY LECTIONARY READINGS 

Friday, October 23, 2020:  Psalm 90:1-6, 13-17; Deuteronomy 32:1-14, 18; Titus 2:7-8, 11-15  
Saturday, October 24, 2020:  Psalm 90:1-6, 13-17; Deuteronomy 32:44-47; John 5:39-47  
Sunday, October 25, 2020:  Deuteronomy 34:1-12; Leviticus 19:1-2, 15-18; 1 Thessalonians 2:1-8; Matt. 22:34-46 
Monday, October 26, 2020:   Psalm 119:41-48 ; Numbers 33:38-39; James 2:8-13  
Tuesday, October 27, 2020:  Psalm 119:41-48; Exodus 34:29-35; James 2:14-26  
Wednesday, October 28, 2020:  Psalm 119:41-48; Deuteronomy 26:16-27:7 ; Matthew 19:16-22  
Thursday, October 29, 2020:  Psalm 107:1-7, 33-37; Joshua 1:1-11; Romans 2:17-29  
Friday, October 30, 2020:  Psalm 107:1-7, 33-37; Joshua 2:1-14; 2 Peter 2:1-3  



PRAYER REQUESTS:   

Brighton Gardens (Brentwood) – Marjorie Van Dyke       Glenmary (Memphis) – Paul Russell   

Morningside –  Bunny Selby                                                   Morningside of Cookville – Jennie McGlohn                         

Plumley - Jim Adams, Keith Odom                    Paris Healthcare – Covie Byars, Donna Cooley, Jimmy Mann, 

RoseStone – Katie Younker                                            Weakley County Nursing Home – Helen Pentecost                                  
 

The Family of Rosemarie (Oma) Klingenberg                   Arbie Gafford (brother-in-law of Katherine Moore) 

The Family of Greg Pierce (friend of Elaine Martin)     Edward Exner (Bonnie Stile’s father)    The Family of Mike Shankle  
 

ONGOING PRAYER CONCERNS: Russell Baatz, Leesa Beecham, Corey Boden, Joey Boyd, Don Davenport, Megan Dorgan-
Carpenter, Opal Cokley, Dora Corey, Mary Craig, Judy Curd, Craig Ellifson (Brother of Kay Burnett), Karen Elred, Greg Frary, 
Abigail Frizzell, Sharon Harrington, Dolores Harvie, Patsy Henry, Cassandra Hobbs, Whitney Ikemire, Jace Jones, Kenneth 
McBride, Martha McCollum, Cooper McElwain, Charlotte Moody, Joe Pat Moody, Jim Morgan, Michael Perry, Nick Phifer, 
Dale & Lois Ramme, Dale Reuter,  Lydia Rogers, Stephen Rowlett , Gail Sharpe, John Spencer  and  daughter Sara ,Shirley 
Swanson, Douglas Taylor (Phyllis’ brother), Martha Taylor,  Jake Wade, Lee & Barbara Walgora,  Mary Lee Walker, Larry Wat-
son, Jim Bob Weatherly. 
 

THE MILITARY: Hudson Bradley, Michael Brewer, Jamie Burton, Jaxon Cook, Callon Conger, Angie Davis, Jason Deaton, Alex 
Dye, Jimmie Fry, Chris Gay, Hayden Goodwin, Colin Harris, Matthew Hart,  Josh Hearnsberger, Dillon Jackson, Jason Mead-
ows, Michael D. Merrell, Cory Merritt, Austin Paschall, Jon Rhodes, Adam Ross, Britney Simpson, Loren Steele,  
Aaron Thompson, Thomas Thompson, Lexy Klopfenstein Veliz, Nathan Watson,  Jakob Womack. 
 

To My Church Family,  Words can never adequately express what is in the heart so I will only say thank you.  Thank you for 
the many cards, the delicious food, the prayers and visits.  Thank you for your care and concern.  Our church is such a blessing 
to many people and especially me and my family during this sad time.   
                                                      We appreciate you all.  Love Mary Kathryn Moore and family. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS & MEETINGS: 

Saturday, Oct. 24th, 1:00pm - Family Fun Day at Holt Farms, meet in the church parking lot 

Sunday, Oct. 25th, 5:00pm - Handbells Choir rehearsal in Game Room 

Monday, October 26th, 5:30pm - Missions & Outreach Meeting in Room 101 with ZOOM option 

Tuesday, Oct. 27th, 11:00am - 2nd Harvest Food Distribution 

Wednesday, Oct. 28th, 6:00pm Chancel Choir rehearsal in Sanctuary 

               6:00pm - Youth Small Groups (10th-12th grade) will meet in the Youth Room 

Sunday, Nov 1st, 8:30am & 11:00am - All Saints Service 

    3:00pm - Club 56 Kick Off on the church lawn 

November 6th - 8th - Downtown Unwrapped Christmas Open House 
 

FOR SUNDAY, OCTOBER 25TH:     VIDEO OPERATORS - Tim & Vickie Boyd      SOUND BOOTH OPERATOR - David Lowe 
 

Hey! Club 56ers, 

Let's don't wait for Wednesday Nights to start back.  I am anxious to meet you all.  That's why I want us to meet for 

a kick off event on Sunday, November 1 @ 3:00 on the church lawn.  For one of our activities, I could use a couple of 

parent volunteers.  I can't wait to see you!     

                                                             Mary Catherine Lowe 

OPERATING BUDGET RECEIVED THE WEEK OF 10/18/20  

OPERATING BUDGET AMOUNT RECEIVED YTD 

   $9,947.00  

   $496,555.10 

   

  

 69% of budget    

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN AMOUNT RECEIVED YTD 

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN FUND BALANCE AS OF 10/22/20 

    $176,323.43        

 $43,376.43    

  

50% of Goal ! 

  



 CHURCH FAMILY FUN IN THE PUMPKIN PATCH IS THIS SATURDAY!  

Our Family Life Ministries Team invites the whole church family to have some outside 

fun together this Saturday afternoon, Oct. 24th at the Holt Family Farms in Dresden. 

We’ll meet at the church parking lot on Poplar Street to caravan together, leaving at 

1:00. As a part of our church group, your admission will be $5.00, instead of the normal 

charge of $10.00. With every admission comes a trip to the pumpkin patch, where eve-

rybody gets to choose a pumpkin to carry home. There’s a playground, hay maze, trac-

tor drawn hayrides, a petting zoo, games for all ages and fall decorations to shop. If 

you’re planning to get in on the fun and would have room in your vehicle to help 

transport some of our young people, please call the church office.  We want to accommodate all children and youth who 

would like to attend, but whose parents might not be available to drive. 

We were able to 

serve 94 local  

families at this 

week’s Second 

Harvest Food  

Distribution.  

Thank you to ALL 

the volunteers that 

give their time to 

help with this  

ministry 

Afternoon at the Refuge   

November 15th after the 11 am church service families are invited to caravan to the Tennessee Wildlife Refuge.  We ask if you would like 

to bring a picnic lunch to eat when we arrive.  Joan Stevens will then take us on a Shoreline Excursion. Please plan to join us on Nov. 15th 

for this day of fun and fellowship in God's beautiful creation.  



 
 

Twenty First Sunday after Pentecost 
 

Reformation Sunday 
 

October 18, 2020 
 

8:30 Service in the CLC 
 

11:00 Service in-person, and on Facebook Live 
 

Chiming of the Hour 
 

Prelude                                              “What Wonderous Love Is This”              Mike Holden & June Feger                       
 

Welcome and Announcements                                                                                 Rev. Joy Weathersbee 
 

Call to Worship                                “Surely the Presence of the Lord”                                Chancel Choir 
 

Hymn of Praise                                                “Jesu, Jesu”                                                        UMH  #432 
 

    Refrain: Jesu, Jesu, fill us with your love, show us how  
         to serve the neighbors we have from you. 

 

Kneels at the feet of his friends, silently washes their feet, 
Master who acts as a slave to them. (Refrain) 

 

Neighbors are rich and poor, neighbors are black and white, 
neighbors are near and far away. (Refrain) 

 

These are the ones we should serve, these are the ones we should love; 
all these are neighbors to us and you. (Refrain) 

 

Loving puts us on our knees, serving as though we are slaves, 
this is the way we should live with you. (Refrain) 

 

Kneel at the feet of our friends, silently washing their feet, 
this is the way we should live with you. (Refrain) 

 

Sharing of Joys and Concerns, Prayer and The Lords Prayer                               Rev. Joy Weathersbee 
 

Scripture Reading                                          Matthew 22:34-46                                    Pew Bible pg. 25NT 
 

Hymn of Preparation                                     “The Gift of Love”                                                  UMH# 408  
 

Though I may speak with bravest fire, 
and have the gift to all inspire, 

and have not love, my words are vain, 
as sounding brass, and hopeless gain. 

 

Though I may give all I possess, 
and striving so my love profess, 
but not be given by love within, 

the profit soon turns strangely thin. 
 

Come, Spirit, come, our hearts control, 
our spirits long to be made whole. 
Let inward love guide every deed; 
by this we worship, and are freed. 

 



Message                                                    “”                                        Rev. Joy Weathersbee 
 

Gift of Music                               “There’s a Spirit of Love in This Place”                           Chancel Choir 
 

Hymn of Invitation                         “O Master, Let Me Walk With Thee”                                    UMH# 430                               
 

O Master, let me walk with thee 
in lowly paths of service free; 

tell me thy secret; help me bear 
the strain of toil, the fret of care. 

 
Help me the slow of heart to move 

by some clear, winning word of love; 
teach me the wayward feet to stay, 

and guide them in the homeward way. 
 

Teach me thy patience; still with thee 
in closer, dearer company, 

in work that keeps faith sweet and strong, 
in trust that triumphs over wrong; 

4. In hope that sends a shining ray 
far down the future's broadening way, 

in peace that only thou canst give, 
with thee, O Master, let me live. 

Benediction and Blessing 

 May you recognize in your life the presence, power and light of your soul. 
 May you realize that you are never alone, that your soul in its brightness and belonging  
  connects you intimately with the rhythm of the universe. 
 May you have respect for your individuality and difference. 
 May you realize that the shape of your soul is unique, that you have a special destiny here, 
    that behind the facade of your life there is something beautiful and eternal happening. 
 May you learn to see your self with the same delight, pride,  
  and expectation with which God sees you in every moment.  Amen.    
                    
 

Choral Response                       “There’s a Spirit of Love in This Place”                           Chancel Choir 
 

Postlude                                                 “Blessed Assurance”                          Mike Holden & June Feger 
 

The flowers on the altar are in loving memory of  
Kathryn Overcast's Halloween Birthday. 

From, Jack & Ann Brown 
 

CELEBRATING OUR VETERANS! 
 

November 8th is the Sunday before our nation celebrates Veterans’ Day 
on November 11th.  As a way of acknowledging and expressing our  
appreciation for the sacrificial service of those who have served in any 
of our armed forces (living or deceased), who have connections to our  
congregation, we are asking that photographs be sent (digitally, if  
possible) to the church office at pfirstoffice@gmail.com  along with the  
veteran’s name and branch of service.  We will be posting these  
pictures of our veterans on our church’s website and Facebook page 
beginning in November and on Sunday, the 8th, the names of our 
known veterans will be read aloud in both of our services. 
 

PLEASE NOTE WE HAVE ONLY HAD FIVE PICTURES SENT IN SO FAR.  WE WANT TO HONOR ALL 
OUR  VETERANS, SO SEND IN THOSE PICTURES!!!  THANK YOU 


