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Of course, I’d been talking, so I ended up near the very end of the very long line.  It was my first Thanksgiving Feast as a 

part of the Paris First family.  Even though I was one of the last to fill my plate with the traditional mouthwatering 

Thanksgiving turkey and dressing, green beans and sweet potatoes that Karla Gurton and her helpers had prepared, 

there was still more than enough for all of us at the end of the line.  I even had a sampler platter of more than one des-

sert chosen from a table laden with gifts of sweets that several of the outstanding cooks in our church had provided.   
 

Last year, our CLC was a picture of abundance as the room was filled with tables where families and friends sat elbow to 

elbow, with no concern about breathing the same air.  It was a foretaste of “heaven on earth” where all have enough 

and no one was left to eat alone.   We’re in a different place this year on Thanksgiving, with our church family not being 

able to eat together and many of us altering our normal Thanksgiving gatherings.  As much as we enjoy eating together, 

it’s vitally important that we be responsible in following the CDC guidelines in attempts to not spread the COVID-19 virus 

— unknowingly.  
 

But on Sunday morning our altar tables in both services will be laden with a cornucopia of produce to remind us of God’s 

abundant provision for our human family.  (We extend a special thanks to Susan Jones, who again this year will be  

creating the cornucopia on the sanctuary table.). If you are in attendance you might even be inspired to take a picture of 

the bounty.   
 

In addition to this being Thanksgiving Sunday, it’s Christ the King Sunday—the last Sunday in the church year, before we 

begin a new liturgical year next week on the first Sunday of Advent.  It just so happens that this year the Sunday before 

Thanksgiving falls on Christ the King Sunday, and while Thanksgiving is in reality a secular celebration it does have a con-

nection with the Christian festival of Christ the King.   
 

When the way of Christ is finally embraced by this world, all will be fed, and clothed.  All will have a place to feel safe and 

secure, and know that they are not forgotten, but attended and cared for in their times of need.  That will only happen 

when we lay aside our judgments of who is worthy and who is not in order that we might see the face of Christ in every 

other person.  No one wears labels of “deserving” or “undeserving,” but all are welcomed at the table of Grace!  
 

To quote Dalai Lama XIV, 21st century,  ”Love and compassion are necessities, not luxuries. Without them, humanity can-

not survive.”  The United Methodist Church in Durand Michigan, where Cindy Lowe’s cousin serves as pastor, says it like 

this on a billboard in their community. “Just Love One Another, and I will sort the rest out up here.” —God 
 

May our life together as a church family help us in our practice of offering Love and Compassion to all God’s children,    

 Joy  

 

Thank you to all who have already made gifts toward our Love Offering for Lauren Riley.  We pray that this will be a tan-

gible reminder for her that she is not alone in her grief.  Anyone who wanted to make and gift but forgot, can still do so, 

and we will happily send another installment. 



Paris FUMC Mid-Week Connection Continues with an Advent Study 
Join Suzan Wolski for an Advent Study on Zoom, Wed. Nov. 25th at 6:00 p.m.  
https://zoom.us/j/97393858811?pwd=OVFlSmR6Q2ZKRlM1NWFsOUcxd3dpQT09  
Meeting ID: 973 9385 8811      Passcode: v6WYNB  
 

UMW sponsored donations drive benefiting Reelfoot Rural Ministries & Ridgely 
Senior Center will conclude this Sunday, Nov. 22nd. Donations will be used to buy toys/gifts for the Reel-
foot Rural Ministries Annual Christmas Toy Store and to provide Thanksgiving and Christmas meals for Reel-
foot clients and other seniors served by the Ridgely Senior Center. Envelopes available at church entrances 
& office. MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO UMW. Drop in Sunday collection, mail, or deliver to church office by 

November 22nd. Questions, call Jane Strain at 333-0449.  
 

Carl Perkins Center Kids, we still have lists for 5 children from the center, their ages 
range from 4-11 years old. One family wrote in their wants “Surprise her, she will be grate-
ful for anything”. If your Sunday school, UMW circle or anyone individually would like to 
sponsor one or more of these children, please call Sharon at the church office 731 642 
4764, for more information.  
 

Mountain Missions Truck will be here at the end of the month. Drop off day is Novem-
ber 30th. Their emergency needs are men's and children’s winter clothes, new toys for 
Christmas, Christmas decorations, socks & underwear and children’s shoes. They will 
also take good pots and pans, good used furniture and Christmas toys. Please remember 
to pack your items in a box and place them in Room 101 by 4:00pm.  

 

Neeley Hicks, our contact for the Mama Lynn Center in the Congo, is fundraising with a 

virtual Women Arise 5k on November 28. With your registration, you will fund 10% of a 
small business project for women in Africa who are striving to improve their lives and 
their communities. 
For more information please go to https://www.harperhill.global/5k/  
 

Advent Wreaths for Home 

Each year during the four Sundays of Advent, our congregation has traditionally 
lighted candles on an Advent wreath, as we prepare for the coming of the Christ 
Child. The tradition will continue this year, but because many of our congregation are 
worshipping from home, we wanted to make it possible for all of us to participate in 
this meaningful ritual of the season. If you don’t already have an Advent wreath, sup-
plies have been gathered to assist you in making your own, to light as you read your 
daily devotionals and on Sundays as you join in our virtual worship service. The 
wreath making kits are now available  for pick up from the church office from 9:00am 
- 2:00pm, please call prior to pick up, 731 642 4764. If you need to have a wreath 
making kit delivered to your home, please call and let us know.  A demonstration for 
making the wreath is posted on our Paris First United Methodist Church Facebook page.  
 

Paris First Seeking Part-time Technology Coordinator - Staff Pastor Parish Relations Committee is seeking to 

fill a new part time staff position for a Technology Coordinator.  It would be the TECH. COORDINATOR’S respon-
sibility to fully understand the technology used in both our 8:30 and 11:00 services in order to insure that the 
equipment in both services is working properly; to trouble shoot, if and when technical difficulties arise; and to co-
ordinate our volunteers in both services. If you have interest or if you know of someone who has these skills and 
might be interested, please contact the church office for a more detailed job description and an application. Com-
pensation is negotiable. Applications will be received through Dec. 1st.  
 

Poinsettias for Christmas 
We are going to do things a little different this year.  The office has pre-ordered 20 large white poinsettias with gold 
wrap.  If you would like to purchase one in honor or memory of a loved one, please call the church office as soon 
as possible, to reserve one in their name. The cost will be $12.    
 

Exterior Doors Re-keyed To improve the safety of our church facilities, the exterior doors have been re-keyed 

this week, and a couple of door locks repaired on the recommendation of our Safety Committee.  New keys will be 
distributed as needed.  If you have had a key in the past and need to gain access to the building at a time when 
the office is closed, please call ahead to secure a key. 
 



PRAYER REQUESTS:   

Brighton Gardens (Brentwood) – Marjorie Van Dyke       Glenmary (Memphis) – Paul Russell   

Morningside –  Bunny Selby                                                   Morningside of Cookville – Jennie McGlohn                         

Plumley - Jim Adams, Keith Odom                    Paris Healthcare –  Donna Cooley, Jimmy Mann, 

RoseStone – Katie Younker                                            Weakley County Nursing Home – Helen Pentecost                                  
 

Bob Stevens - surgery on Friday, November 20th    Jerry Strain - knee surgery on Friday, November 20th 

Covie Byars - moved to Humbolt to quarantine for COVID   Tommy & Jenna Cagle - Brook’s parents, her father has COVID 

Martha McCollum and Glen & Connie Garrett - at home with COVID 
 

Blessings to Jimmy and Charlotte Mann will Celebrate their 65th wedding anniversary on November 22nd 
 

ONGOING PRAYER CONCERNS: Russell Baatz, Dasheka Beard, Leesa Beecham, Corey Boden, Joey Boyd, Don Davenport, Me-
gan Dorgan-Carpenter, Jennifer Cash, Opal Cokley, Dora Corey, Mary Craig, Judy Curd, Craig Ellifson (Brother of Kay Burnett), 
Karen Elred, Greg Frary, Abigail Frizzell, Sharon Harrington, Dolores Harvie, Patsy Henry, Cassandra Hobbs, Mike Holden, 
Whitney Ikemire, Jace Jones, Alex & Kyle Lewis, Kenneth McBride, Hansel & Teresa McCadams, Martha McCollum, Cooper 
McElwain, Leisa Miller, Charlotte Moody, Joe Pat Moody, Jim Morgan, Michael Perry, Nick Phifer, Dale Reuter,  Lydia Rogers, 
Stephen Rowlett , Gail Sharpe, John Spencer  and  daughter Sara, Steve Stark, Shirley Swanson, Douglas Taylor (Phyllis’ broth-
er), Martha Taylor,  Danny Terry, Jake Wade, Lee & Barbara Walgora,  Mary Lee Walker, Jim Bob Weatherly. 
 

THE MILITARY: Hudson Bradley, Michael Brewer, Jamie Burton, Jaxon Cook, Callon Conger, Angie Davis, Jason Deaton, Alex 
Dye, Jimmie Fry, Chris Gay, Hayden Goodwin, Colin Harris, Matthew Hart,  Josh Hearnsberger, Dillon Jackson, Jason Mead-
ows, Michael D. Merrell, Cory Merritt, Austin Paschall, Jon Rhodes, Adam Ross, Britney Simpson, Loren Steele,  
Aaron Thompson, Thomas Thompson, Lexy Klopfenstein Veliz, Nathan Watson,  Jakob Womack. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS & MEETINGS: 

Saturday, Nov. 21st, 11:00am - Break Bread With Us  

Sunday, Nov. 22nd, 5:00pm - Handbells Choir rehearsal in Game Room 

Tuesday, Nov. 24th, 6:00pm - Finance Committee Meeting via ZOOM 

Wednesday, Nov. 25th, 6:00pm - Wednesday Night Advent Study via ZOOM 

Sunday, Nov. 29th, 5:00pm - Handbells Choir rehearsal in Game Room 

Wednesday, Dec. 2nd, 6:00pm - Virtual Advent Candlelight Walk - DPA’s Facebook page 

 

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED  

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 25TH - FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 27TH 

 

FOR SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 22nd:   VIDEO OPERATORS - Steve & Linda McCadams    SOUND BOOTH OPERATOR - Jason Wilson 
 

      

Downtown Advent Candlelight Walk has been an event that many in our community have considered to be a beloved tradi-

tion of Paris that helps to begin the holiday season.  However, like many other events this year, in order to not increase the 

risk of further spreading COVID19, the Advent Walk will be a “virtual” event on Facebook Live on Downtown Paris  

Association’s Facebook Page, to be posted on Wednesday, Dec. 2nd at 6:00 p.m.   

OPERATING BUDGET RECEIVED THE WEEK OF 11/15/20  

OPERATING BUDGET AMOUNT RECEIVED YTD 

     $59,404.50      

    $579,732.60      

  

 80% of budget    

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN AMOUNT RECEIVED YTD 

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN FUND BALANCE AS OF 11/19/20 

    $223,054.43  

   $90,107.43      

  

64% of Goal  



DAILY LECTIONARY READINGS 

Friday, November 20, 2020: Psalm 100; Isaiah 40:1-11; Revelation 22:1-9  
Saturday, November 21, 2020:  Psalm 100; Ezekiel 34:25-31; Matthew 12:46-50  
Sunday, November 22, 2020:  Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24 and Psalm 100; Ephesians 1:15-23; Matthew 25:31-46 
Monday, November 23, 2020: Psalm 7; Esther 2:1-18; 2 Timothy 2:8-13  
Tuesday, November 24, 2020: Psalm 7; Esther 8:3-17; Revelation 19:1-9  
Wednesday, November 25, 2020: Psalm 7; Ezekiel 33:7-20; John 5:19-40  
Thursday, November 26, 2020: Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19; Zechariah 13:1-9; Revelation 14:6-13  
Friday, November 27, 2020: Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19; Zechariah 14:1-9; 1 Thessalonians 4:1-18  

Advent Daily Devotional Booklets are ready for Pick Up beginning Sunday, Nov. 22 - Our Paris First church family is in for a 

real treat this Advent season!!  Twenty seven persons of our congregation have offered their insights and inspirational 

thoughts to lead us all on a journey toward Bethlehem.  The first Sunday of Advent is November 29th and there begins our 

Advent adventure using these daily readings to connect our hearts as we anticipate the coming of Christ.  Booklets will be 

mailed to those who receive their newsletter by mail. These devotional readings will also be emailed daily to those who re-

ceive their newsletters on line, and will be posted on our Website and on our Paris First United Methodist Church Facebook 

page.  Thank you to Linda Massa and Sharon Sabin for their work in editing and compiling these readings, to Owen Wade and 

Briley Page for their artwork and to all those who have offered themselves through these meaningful reflections that will 

help us feel more connected!  

Gifts Received for our Food Pantry - Paris is full of generous hearts!  During this time of 

Pandemic, knowing that the need for food assistance may be greater than in past years, 

the community is responding with gifts to our food pantry. This past week members of 

Paris First Baptist Church delivered a generous donation of non-perishable food items to 

help fill the shelves of our food pantry.  Also the Coward Reese Sargent CPA firm in Paris 

recently had a friendly competition between their office locations to see which office 

could gather the most food to donate!  Employees from the Paris office collected over  

600lbs. of food, which they also donated to our Paris First food pantry. We are certainly 

grateful for  all their help in making sure no one in Henry County goes hungry.     

Left to Right in picture:  Jeremy Stone, Emily Watkins, Linda Allbritten, Chey Hargis, Pastor Joy and Jessica Davis. 
 

 
Our volunteers served 104 families 

this past Tuesday, and we will 

again have another fresh produce 

distribution this Tues. Nov. 24th. 



     

    
 
 
 
 

November 22, 2020 
 

       8:30 Service in the CLC 
 

       11:00 Service in-person and on Facebook Live 

 

Chiming of the Hour                                                                                                                                                                          
 

Prelude                                                     “We Gather Together”               June Feger and Michael Holden 
 

Welcome and Announcements                                                                                 Rev. Joy Weathersbee                         
 

Call to Worship                                            “Holy, Holy, Holy”                                              Chancel Choir 
 

Hymn of Praise                                         “We Gather Together”                                             UMH  #131 
 

We gather together to ask the Lord's blessing; 
He chastens and hastens his will to make known. 

The wicked oppressing now cease from distressing. 
Sing praises to his name; he forgets not his own. 

 

Beside us to guide us, our God with us joining, 
Ordaining, maintaining his kingdom divine; 

So from the beginning the fight we were winning; 
Thou, Lord, wast at our side, all glory be thine! 

 

We all do extol thee, thou leader triumphant, 
And pray that thou still our defender wilt be. 

Let thy congregation escape tribulation; 
Thy name be ever praised! O Lord, make us free! 

 

Sharing of Joys and Concerns                                                                       Rev. Joy Weathersbee 
 

Pastoral Prayer and Lord’s Prayer 
 

Scripture Reading                                          Matthew 25:31- 46                                  Pew Bible pg. 29 NT 
 

Hymn of Preparation                           “Now Thank We All Our God”                                         UMH# 102 
 

Now thank we all our God, with heart and hands and voices, 
who wondrous things has done, in whom this world rejoices; 

who from our mothers' arms has blessed us on our way 
with countless gifts of love, and still is ours today. 

 

O may this bounteous God through all our life be near us, 
with ever joyful hearts and blessed peace to cheer us; 

and keep us still in grace, and guide us when perplexed; 
and free us from all ills, in this world and the next. 

 

All praise and thanks to God the Father now be given; 
the Son, and him who reigns with them in highest heaven; 

the one eternal God, whom earth and heaven adore; 
for thus it was, is now, and shall be evermore. 

 



Message                                          “Where Have You Seen Jesus?”                   Rev. Joy Weathersbee 
 

Affirmation of Faith for Christ the King  
 

Leader: As followers of Jesus Christ, living in this world—which some seek to   
      control, but which others view with despair—we declare with joy and trust: 
People: Our world belongs to God! From the beginning, through all the    
     crises of our times, until his kingdom fully comes,  

Leader: God keeps covenant forever. Our world belongs to God!  
People: God is in Control! Let the earth be glad! 
     Christ is Victor; his rule has begun. Hallelujah! 
     The Spirit is at work, renewing creation. Praise the Lord! 

Leader: We rejoice in the goodness of God, renounce the works of sin and          
     selfishness, and dedicate ourselves to holy living. 
People: As covenant partners, called to faithful obedience, and set free for     
     joyful praise, we offer our hearts and lives to do God's work in this  
     world. 
Leader: With tempered impatience, eager to see injustice ended,  
      we expect the Day of the Lord.  
People: And we are confident that the light which shines in the present      
     darkness will fill the earth when Christ appears.  
     Come, Lord Jesus! Our world belongs to you. 

 

Gift of Music                                              “Look At The World”                                       Chancel Choir 
 

Hymn of Invitation                            “Crown Him with Many Crowns”                                     UMH# 324                         
 

 Crown him with many crowns, the Lamb upon his throne. 
Hark! how the heavenly anthem drowns all music but its own. 

Awake, my soul, and sing of him who died for thee, 
And hail him as thy matchless King through all eternity. 

 

Crown him the Lord of life, who triumphed o'er the grave, 
And rose victorious in the strife for those he came to save. 

His glories now we sing, who died, and rose on high, 
Who died, eternal life to bring, and lives that death may die. 

 

Crown him the Lord of peace, whose power a scepter sways 
From pole to pole, that wars may cease, and all be prayer and praise. 

His reign shall know no end, and round his pierced feet 
Fair flowers of paradise extend their fragrance ever sweet. 

 

Crown him the Lord of love; behold his hands and side, 
Those wounds, yet visible above, in beauty glorified. 
All hail, Redeemer, hail! For thou hast died for me; 

Thy praise and glory shall not fail throughout eternity. 
 

Benediction                
 

Choral Response                                         “Danish Amen”                                                 Chancel Choir 
 

Postlude                                            “Now Thank We All Our God”              June Feger and John Massa 
 

 
The Thanksgiving Cornucopia on the Altar is in loving memory  

of our parents, Jack and Joanie Jones. 
 From Susan Jones, John Nichols, Cherry Jones & Sophie Huber  

 

 


