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 Can you imagine life without books?  I can’t. Reading offers escape when we need it most, and inspiration, hope, and  
encouragement for a better tomorrow.  Books transport us to places and expose us to cultures we may never experience,  

motivate us to press on when we want to give up, and combat isolation, boredom, and loneliness.  Through reading, we  

expand our vocabulary, become better writers, gain insights about ourselves and others, acquire knowledge and different  

approaches to problem-solving, and gather new perspectives on life.  As I write, I think about books that have provided  
entertainment, brought tears and laughter, and have touched my life.   
 

There are too many children who haven’t discovered what books offer and how reading can lead them to dream big.  Even 

before reaching school-age, a significant number of children have limited exposure to pre-reading activities and many show 
early signs of having learning challenges.  Books are limited or non-existent in some homes and no one reads to the child/ren.  

Once starting school, some children struggle with learning to read and give up.  Some withdraw while others begin acting 

out.  The good news is that studies show that exposure to language-rich, positive social environments and reading has a  
positive influence on school performance and attitude.   Having a caring adult who helps a child enjoy reading makes a huge 

difference.   
 

In 2018, I joined a small group of Christians from different United Methodist churches who were exploring ways to address 
childhood literacy.  I became committed when the group decided to also focus on social/emotional learning. The group 

planned and prepared a summer program (Project Bridge) aimed at minimizing the summertime learning loss for struggling 

students entering 1st, 2nd, or 3rd grades and to nurture their social/emotional growth and character/faith development. A total 

of 68 adults volunteered to help with a 6-week, 4 days/week 2019 summer program. Seventeen children participated and  
according to parent, student, and volunteer evaluations, the program was successful.  Many parents offered their sincere 

thanks for helping their children regain their confidence and instill in them a love for reading.  One couple expressed  

appreciation for our help in procuring glasses for their son.  According to surveys, every child wanted to participate in Project 
Bridge again, which was an indication of success. To extend the success of the summer program, we maintained contact with 

the children and families at least bi-monthly.  
 

Sadly, the pandemic forced us to cancel our 2020 summer program.  Now more than ever, Project Bridge is needed now.  The 
leadership team has found small ways to support teachers this school year and we remain optimistic about this summer.  We 

plan to serve 30 children (June 8-July 2), focusing our efforts on rising 1st and 2nd graders.  We will meet in our building and 

have purchased clear desk shields in order to provide a safe environment for adults working with the children. We were 

awarded a $20,000 grant from the TN Department of Health and took this as a blessing from God.  We are praying that God 
will bring us children who can benefit most from our assistance and provide volunteers to enable every participating child to 

succeed.   
 

Would you believe me if I told you that by volunteering less than 20 hours total over a period of 4 weeks, you could change 
the life of a child?  I’m confident it will happen if you are committed.  WE NEED YOU for Project Bridge to happen.  I  

implore you to prayerfully consider volunteering in some capacity with Project Bridge, such as drive a van or be a bus  

monitor, lead the children in singing, serve breakfast and/or lunch, be trained and help a child with reading, lead/supervise 
recreational time, and/or assist with crafts and science activities to reinforce the social/emotional learning component of the 

program.  Become part of our “family” as we create a safe, nurturing environment to instill hope and promote a love of  

learning in young students.  We endeavor to answer God’s call, believing our outreach can be a part of individual family and 

community transformation.    Please share the opportunity with others and encourage college students who have strong  
leadership potential to contact me for information about our four paid internships. 
 

I thank Joy for the chance to share information about a ministry near and dear to my heart.   I didn’t set out to help develop a 

summer literacy program and never envisioned serving in this leadership position but God works in strange and mysterious 
ways.  I pray he touches YOU to assist in this outreach.  I am happy to answer any questions you have.  Email me: jether-

idge@murraystate.edu or text/call 731-707-0930.  Please review the attached brochures for more information. 
 

 In Christian love,      
   Jane Etheridge       

mailto:jetheridge@murraystate.edu
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Mid-Week Connection Bible Study 
 

Tired of missing seeing your friends at church?  Consider joining in the conversations on ZOOM on 
Wednesday’s at 6:00 for our Mid-Week Connection.  Each week, we’ll be looking at the upcoming 

scripture to be used in the following Sunday’s sermon.  Wed. February 10th,  
scripture lesson: Mark 9:2-9.  You’ll be amazed at the Epiphany insights!!!  

To connect, just follow this link to join the Zoom Meeting 

                       https://zoom.us/j/94533735414?pwd=Qm1kUjJzQVlZZXRCbmJqbnE2OVNyUT09                        
                                                  Meeting ID: 945 3373 5414                Passcode: asdf12 
 

Update From Our Regathering Team 
Sunday February 21st is the tentative date that’s been set for our congregation to resume in person worship, 
along with Sunday school classes and other ministry groups that desire to meet in person.  We will continue our 
virtual broadcasting of worship. While some groups may still choose to continue meeting virtually, we simply ask 
those who do choose to return to in-person gatherings inside the building, to wear masks and practice safe dis-
tancing. We will not be having any gatherings where meals are served that would require the removal of masks. 
 
 

Our CONGREGATIONAL CARE COMMITTEE  invites you to consider participation in the three different in-house 
ministries.  The form is attached to this email.  Many of you were a part of these ministries in 2020 and if so, you 
have been contacted to serve again in 2021. If you haven’t been a part of any of these ministries and want to be, 
contact the church office at 642-4764 or Linda McCadams at lmccadams@charter.net or text to 731-676-7756.  
 
 

2021 'Lenten Hunger Offering' is set for Feb. 17 through April 4  
MATTHEW 25: 35  “For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat…” 
 

In 1983, the Memphis Conference of The United Methodist Church made a commitment to help alleviate suffering 
from hunger. The people have given generously. Thirty-eight years later, hunger is still a big problem in the world 

and in the United States. We cannot lessen our commitment to help the 
poor and suffering.  
 

Feeding America projects more than 50 million Americans will have faced 
hunger in 2020 – up from around 35 million before the coronavirus pandem-
ic. That translates to 1 in 6 people, including 1 in 4 children, experiencing 
food insecurity. Erica Yeager, chief external affairs officer for the North Texas 

Food Bank, said they're serving 10 million meals a month. 
 

"History tells us that we can expect to see this elevated need for at least the next two years," she said.   
BENEFICIARIES. Our efforts to alleviate suffering during 2021 will go to the following groups: 
• Global: Project Peanut Butter, Our Father’s House, Mexico Feeding Ministry partners 

• Conference: Reelfoot Rural Ministries,  United Methodist Neighborhood Centers of Memphis 
• Memphis Conference Districts: Metro, Mississippi River, Purchase, Tennessee River 
 

By Dr. Gary Morse, Pastor 
Lambuth Memorial United Methodist Church, Jackson, TN 
Chair, Memphis Conference Lenten Hunger Offering 
 
The Henry County Health Department is currently offering COVID vaccinations for individuals 70 years and old-
er. If you are interested in receiving the vaccination, you can obtain information on the COVID19.tn.gov  
website.  This site provides a simple tool for Tennesseans to locate their phase in Tennessee’s COVID-19 Vaccina-
tion Plan. Updates to this site make it easier for eligible users to request a vaccination appointment with their 
county health department. Find the tool at https://covid19.tn.gov/covid-19-vaccines/eligibility/.  Another alterna-
tive is a toll-free number customers can call to have their name added to a list for the vaccine:  
1-866-442-5301; this number is very busy, please keep trying until you get through. 
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PRAYER REQUESTS:   

Brighton Gardens (Brentwood) – Marjorie Van Dyke       Glenmary (Memphis) – Paul Russell   

Morningside –  Bunny Selby                                                    Morningside of Cookville – Jennie McGlohn                         

Paris Healthcare –  Covie Byars, Evelyn Mathis                Plumley - Keith Odom    

RoseStone – Katie Younker       Weakley County Nursing Home – Helen Pentecost    
 

The Family of Don Davenport                       Joy Weathersbee - recuperating in Jackson         

Dorothy Gale - In rehab at the Murray Hospital     Jennifer Hill - Home and started therapy      Betty Noss - Health issues 

Baby Audrey (Dan & Joy’s granddaughter) - Hopefully comes home today   Connie Garrett -  Home and started therapy 

Roddy Adkisson - Teacher at HCHS with cancer diagnosis          Susan Palmer - Home and started therapy 

Jannelle Schieffer - Cataract surgery today               Norris Geurin - Surgery on February 16th 
 

ONGOING PRAYER CONCERNS: Lloyd Allen, Russell Baatz, Joy Bailey, Dasheka Beard, Leesa Beecham, Britt Blackburn, Corey 

Boden, Joey Boyd, Mike Burnette, Jennifer Cash (sister of Tracy Courtney), Cathy Cole, Gary and Kathy Collier, Granville Coo-

ley, Dora Corey, Elizabeth & Spencer Craig, Erin Crockett & baby, Judy Curd, Jan DeBruce - (James Paschall’s niece), Megan 

Dorgan-Carpenter, Doris Ellis, Karen Elred, Greg Frary, Abigail Frizzell, Jerome Hancock, Dolores Harvie, Karen Hehn, Patsy 

Henry, Cassandra Hobbs, Whitney Ikemire, Jace Jones,  Kenneth McBride, Martha McCollum, Cooper McElwain, Lindsey 

Meisenheimer, Chris Michaels (Josh Hart’s brother), Leisa Miller, Joe Pat Moody, Jim Morgan, Michael Perry, Nick Phifer, Dale 

Reuter,  Lydia Rogers, Stephen Rowlett , John Spencer  and  daughter Sara, Steve Stark, Shirley Swanson, Douglas Taylor 

(Phyllis’ brother), Martha Taylor,  Danny Terry,  Lee & Barbara Walgora, Joe Walker, Mary Lee Walker, Jim Bob Weatherly, 

Lynn Whitfield . 

 
THE MILITARY: Hudson Bradley, Michael Brewer, Jamie Burton, Callon Conger, Angie Davis, Jason Deaton, Alex Dye, Jimmie 

Fry, Chris Gay, Hayden Goodwin, Colin Harris, Matthew Hart,  Josh Hearnsberger, Dillon Jackson, Jason Meadows, Michael D. 

Merrell, Cory Merritt, Austin Paschall, Jon Rhodes, Adam Ross, Britney Simpson, Loren Steele,  

Aaron Thompson, Thomas Thompson, Lexy Klopfenstein Veliz, Nathan Watson,  Jakob Womack. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS & MEETINGS: 

Sunday, Feb. 7th- 11:00am Worship via Facebook Live 

                                  6:00pm Youth Live worship via Instagram and ZOOM 

Tuesday, Feb. 9th - 5:30pm Trustee Meeting via ZOOM 

Wednesday, Feb. 10th- 6:00pm Midweek Connection 

                6:00pm Virtual “Among Us” Youth activity 

 

  

FOR SUNDAY, FEB. 7TH:     VIDEO OPERATORS -  Tim & Vickie Boyd           SOUND BOOTH OPERATOR -  Rob Whitfield  
 

      

OPERATING BUDGET RECEIVED THE WEEK OF 01/28/21  

OPERATING BUDGET AMOUNT RECEIVED YTD 

  $3,090.00   

  $39,820.50  

  

6% of Budget  

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN AMOUNT RECEIVED YTD 

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN FUND BALANCE AS OF 01/28/21 

   $245,835.43  

   $112,888.43         

  

70% of Goal  



 

             Transfiguration Sunday   

        February 7th, 2021 

       11:00 Service on Facebook Live 

 

Chiming of the Hour                                                                                                                                                                          
 

Prelude                                                   "On Eagles Wings"  arr. Carter  

                                          John Massa, organ 
 

Welcome and Announcements                                                                                           Jim Bundy 
 

Call to Worship                                                  “Isn’t He”                   June Feger, piano Jim Merrell, guitar 
 

Hymn of Praise                         “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”                                   UMH# 400             
 
 

 Come, thou Fount of every blessing, tune my heart to sing thy grace; 
Streams of mercy, never ceasing, call for songs of loudest praise. 

Teach me some melodious sonnet, sung by flaming tongues above. 
Praise the mount! I'm fixed upon it, mount of thy redeeming love. 

 

Here I raise mine Ebenezer; hither by thy help I'm come; 
And I hope, by thy good pleasure, safely to arrive at home. 

Jesus sought me when a stranger, wandering from the fold of God; 
He, to rescue me from danger, interposed his precious blood. 

 

O to grace how great a debtor daily I'm constrained to be! 
Let thy goodness, like a fetter, bind my wandering heart to thee. 

Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, prone to leave the God I love; 
Here's my heart, O take and seal it, seal it for thy courts above. 

 

Sharing of Joys and Concerns                                                                                                     Jim Bundy 
 

Introduction of our Guest Speaker            Jim Bundy 
 

Scripture Reading                                          Isaiah 40:21-31                                     Pew Bible pg. 668 OT 
 

Message                                                   "Have you not heard?"                                    Rev. Gary Lawson 
 

Gift of Music                          “All the Poor and Powerless/God of Wonders”         Brooke Cagle and  
             Katie Grace Arnold 
 

Communion and the Lords Prayer                                                                                   Rev. Gary Lawson 
 

Hymn of Invitation                                        “Shout to the Lord”   
 

My Jesus, My Savior, Lord there is none like You 
All of my days, I want to praise, the wonders of Your mighty love. 

My comfort, my shelter, tower of refuge and strength,  
Let every breath, all that I am, never cease to worship You. 

Shout to the Lord all the earth let us sing, 
Power and majesty praise to the King 

Mountains bow down and the seas will roar at the sound of Your name. 
I sing for joy at the work of Your hands, forever I’ll love You, forever I’ll stand 

Nothing compares to the promise I have in You.  (Repeat) 
 

Benediction             Rev. Gary Lawson 
 

Postlude                                           “Praise to the Lord”  arr. Harris                                      John Massa, organ 

 



   

REMEMBER our Epiphany challenge to create a new habit as we let the waters of a bath, a shower, our 
tears, or simply each time we wash our hands, remind us to claim our baptismal identity, “I am a Beloved 
Child of God.  With me God is well pleased.” (Not because of what I do, but because of who I am in Christ)  
 
 

SHARE THE LOVE! Our first PFirst VIRTUAL VALENTINE BAKE OFF  
is set for Saturday afternoon, February 13th at 4:00 on ZOOM!  All 
entries will receive a $5.00 Sweet Jordan’s gift card for their efforts 
in demonstrating their creation of a sweet treat!  Necessary pre-
preparations are allowed in order to create the Valentine dessert 
within 30 minutes.  All participants will be introduced at the begin-
ning  and invited to tell about or show a picture of what they plan 
to create. Individuals or family groups are encouraged to come up 
with a team name (something funny, if you like!). Then, you’ll have 
30 minutes to make your Valentine Dessert to show off to the oth-
er participants at the end. While the participants are at work creat-
ing, Jess Hart, our Family Life Chair will be ZOOMing in to let each 
tell about their process. At the conclusion, you’ll be asked to take  
pictures and text it to the church office to be shared in our  
newsletter with the whole congregation.  Look for the ZOOM link to participate in next week’s newsletter!! 

 

DAILY LECTIONARY READINGS    
Friday, February 12, 2021:  Psalm 50:1-6; 1 Kings 14:1-18; 1 Timothy 1:12-20 
Saturday, February 13, 2021: Psalm 50:1-6; 1 Kings 16:1-7; Luke 19:41-44  
Sunday, February 14, 2021: 2 Kings 2:1-12; Psalm 50:1-6; 2 Corinthians 4:3-6; Mark 9:2-9 
Monday, February 15, 2021:  Psalm 110:1-4; Exodus 19:7-25; Hebrews 2:1-4  
Tuesday, February 16, 2021: Psalm 102:12-28; 2 Kings 8:1-6; Acts 15:36-41 
Wednesday, February, 17, 2021: Joel 2:1-2, 12-17; Psalm 51:1-17; 2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10 ; Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21  

Thursday, February 18, 2021: Psalm 25:1-10; Daniel 9:1-14; 1 John 1:3-10  
Friday, February 19, 2021: Psalm 25:1-10; Daniel 9:15-25a; 2 Timothy 4:1-5   

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2050:1-6;%201%20Kings%2014:1-18;%201%20Timothy%201:12-20
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%20102:12-28;%202%20Kings%208:1-6;%20Acts%2015:36-41

