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I know I’ve mentioned before my high regard for Bishop Ken Carder, who served in our Memphis Conference in
the late 1980’s, early 90’s. Ken is retired now, and as a way of ordering his life and theology, he writes a blog post
every few weeks. His most recent post, written on Sunday, offers his reflections on the Transfiguration of Jesus
and how the ancient words from Mark 9:2-9, read in our worship last Sunday, also speak to us in the times in
which we’re living. I am often stirred by Bishop Carder’s reflections, and thought you might appreciate this, as
well. Ken entitled his post, “To Whom Shall We Listen?”
It may be the most important question in this age of media overload, “alternative facts,” “fake news,”
partisan political propaganda, and competing religious voices. To whom do we listen in determining our own
perspectives and our responses to current realities? Make no mistake about it; we are shaped by the voices we
listen to. Words matter! They shape how we feel and act. Hateful words provoke hatred. Divisive words divide
people. Angry words spark angry action. Arrogant words generate haughty actions. Violent words incite violence.
Lies distort reality. Falsehoods inflame prejudices. On the other hand, loving words sow seeds of compassion. Reconciling words open doors for reconciliation. Gentle words soften hard hearts. Humble words invite dialogue.
Peaceful words promote peace. Truthful words foster understanding. For followers of Jesus, the Transfiguration
story provides the answer to the question, “To whom shall we listen?”
Jesus and his disciples were at a crossroads, on their way to Jerusalem, the center of religious, political,
and economic power. Ahead loomed confrontation and conflict as the values of the reign of God clashed with the
values and practices of established religion and the Roman Empire. The disciples are in for a test of their loyalty
and the source of their authority. To whom will they listen to shape their actions and loyalties? Their lives and destiny depend on their choice. Will they listen to the one who had called them to “come follow me;” or will their actions be determined by the voices of expediency, safety, hatred, bigotry, and violence? Mysteriously, Peter, James,
and John experienced Jesus as the fulfillment of the authority of Moses and Elijah, the liberator and prophet. The
authoritative voice from the heavens declared, “This is my Son, the beloved; listen to him!” (Mark 9:7)
It’s time for us to decide to whom we will listen in these uncertain, polarizing, hate-filled, violent times.
What voices are shaping our actions and relationships? FOX News? MSNBC? Talk radio? Politicians and their
spokespersons? Religious celebrities and power seekers? What would it mean to listen to the One who is the
Word made flesh, Jesus the Christ? For the last three years, I have begun each day of Lent reading from the
Sermon on the Mount. They are the first words I read in the morning. Before email, Facebook, and news articles.
The words of Jesus thereby become the filter through which I read and hear everything else. The contrast of the
voice of Jesus and voices of much of social media, talk radio, television, and the internet is stark. Here are a few of
the radical words of Jesus in the Sermon on the Mount: Blessed are the poor in spirit, those who mourn, the meek,
those who hunger for righteousness, the pure in heart, the peacemakers, the persecuted . . .Love your
enemies and pray for those who persecute you. Turn the other cheek, go the second mile. Practice forgiveness if
you expect to be forgiven. Don’t make a show of your piety. Judge not that you be not judged. Don’t be anxious
about tomorrow. You cannot serve God and wealth. Seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness. As the
disciples faced an uncertain and tumultuous future while on the Mount of Transfiguration, we live in a world of
competing voices. We would do well to heed the voice the disciples heard from the heavens: “This is my Son, the
Beloved; listen to him!” (Mark 9:7)

As we begin the season of Lent this year, it might be a good question for all of us to be asking, “To whom shall we
listen?”
Feeling so blessed to be a part of our Paris First Church Family, Joy

Sometimes the Holy Happens - even on Zoom
Last Sunday with the approaching winter storm one of our Sunday school classes that has now been
faithfully gathering on Zoom for almost a year, felt the Holy Spirit move. In their conversation, someone
mentioned their concern for the homeless population in our Paris community. Suddenly, the “troops”
were mobilized! Local authorities were contacted, and enlisted to open a shelter for those without a
warm place to go. Two car loads of blankets, coats, gloves, socks were gathered and delivered to the
shelter. Some members of this PFirst class even walked the railroad tracks and nearby woods and
searched beneath the overpasses to find and invite these residents to shelter in safety from the approaching storm. When we begin to recognize “those people” as “God’s people,” suddenly they become
“our people,” and the world gets a little warmer and brighter. Because there’s no ego need for recognition, these who were the “hands and feet” of Christ choose to go unnamed. I hope you will join me in
giving thanks for those who see a need and do what they can to meet it!!! And I imagine it happens a lot
more than we hear about?? Thanks be to God!!!
IN PERSON WORSHIP AND CHURCH GROUPS RESUME IN PERSON GATHERINGS THIS SUNDAY, FEB. 21ST
We will continue with our practices of wearing masks when inside the building, hand sanitizing and safe distancing. Our virtual broadcasting of worship will continue, and some Sunday School classes may choose to continue
meeting on ZOOM, but any church gatherings that do not involve eating may resume in-person meetings.

UPCOMING EVENTS & MEETINGS:
Saturday, Feb. 20th - Break Bread with Us - New Horizons Sunday School to host
Sunday, Feb. 21st - 8:30 Worship in person
11:00am Worship in person and via Facebook Live
4:00 -6:00. Orientation Meeting of our 2021 Confirmation Class
(parents invited), in Room 101
6:00pm Youth Spring Kick Off - CLC
Monday, Feb. 22nd - 6:00pm Finance Committee Meeting via ZOOM
7:00pm Church Council Meeting in Room 101 and via ZOOM
Tuesday, Feb. 23rd - 10:00am - Regular 2nd Harvest Distribution
Wednesday, Feb. 24th- 6:00am Midweek Connection
6:00pm Youth Senior Meeting - Youth Room
Saturday, Feb. 27th - 7:00am - 2nd Harvest Food Distribution
FOR SUNDAY, FEB.21st: VIDEO OPERATORS - Steve & Linda McCadams
SOUND BOOTH OPERATOR - Randall Perkins

Mid-Week Connection Bible Study
Tired of missing seeing your friends at church? Consider joining in the conversations on ZOOM on
Wednesday’s at 6:00 for our Mid-Week Connection. Each week, we’ll be looking
at the upcoming scripture to be used in the following Sunday’s sermon.
To connect, just follow this link to join the Zoom Meeting
https://zoom.us/j/94533735414?pwd=Qm1kUjJzQVlZZXRCbmJqbnE2OVNyUT09
Meeting ID: 945 3373 5414
Passcode: asdf12

2021 'Lenten Hunger Offering' is set for Feb. 17 through April 4
We have Lenten World Hunger calendars available at the church office. For more information, or to print a calendar please visit the UMC webpage at https://www.memphis-umc.net
Mountain Missions Truck drop off day will be Monday, March 8th. Please, if possible, place your items in boxes.
The store is in need of men’s & children’s summer clothes, socks & underwear, children’s shoes, good pots and
pans and good used furniture. The processing plants needs are 16oz & 8oz coffee cups, Air fresheners, dust mops,
toilet tissue and many other items. Please see the list on the missions board in the first floor hallway of the
church.

VIRTUAL VALENTINE BAKE OFF RESULTS!!
(They were all winners!!)
“Spicy Red Hea-ots” and the “Red Queen’s Guard” team (Ben &
Michelle Coulston’s family Charlotte, James, Simon & Elizabeth)
Made:
Clear sprinkled, Cherry flavored white chocolate, heart shaped
strawberries.
Cherry flavored white chocolate drizzled, Heart shaped, chocolate chip
cookies.
Cherry flavored white chocolate drizzled popcorn with chocolate
M&Ms topped with little red sprinkles.
Large cherry flavored white chocolate poured heart.

Crispy Honey Hearts made by John & Linda Massa.

The "No-No" Team made
iced sugar cookie hearts.

Team Hart made
lots of hearts!!
Amelia made a
beautiful cake,
and Henry and
dad (Josh) made
a mess!!!

“The Cagles” aka Brooke and her mom
Made heart-shaped cookies

PRAYER REQUESTS:
Brighton Gardens (Brentwood) – Marjorie Van Dyke
Morningside – Bunny Selby
Paris Healthcare – Covie Byars, Evelyn Mathis
RoseStone – Katie Younker

Glenmary (Memphis) – Paul Russell
Morningside of Cookville – Jennie McGlohn
Plumley - Keith Odom
Weakley County Nursing Home – Helen Pentecost

Martha Dalton in the loss of her friend/partner, Steve McFarland. (Memorial service will be held at Holy Cross on
Thurs, Feb. 25th)
Jane Arnold - Staying with her daughter in Clarksville
The Family of Joseph Boyd - Pam Harrington’s uncle Delaney - Susan Rice’s 10 year old niece on hospice care
Norris Geurin - Surgery went well
Lindell Roney & Gail Sharp - Friends and family (niece) of Dianne Blackburn
Patsy Henry - Recovering from surgery to repair broken femur.
ONGOING PRAYER CONCERNS: Roddy Adkisson Lloyd Allen, Russell Baatz, Joy Bailey, Dasheka Beard, Leesa Beecham, Britt
Blackburn, Corey Boden, Joey Boyd, Mike Burnette, Jennifer Cash (sister of Tracy Courtney), Cathy Cole, Gary and Kathy Collier, Granville Cooley, Dora Corey, Elizabeth & Spencer Craig, Erin Crockett & baby, Joe Dale Curd, Jan DeBruce - (James Paschall’s niece), Megan Dorgan-Carpenter, Doris Ellis, Karen Elred, Greg Frary, Abigail Frizzell, Dorothy Gale, Jerome Hancock,
Dolores Harvie, Karen Hehn, Patsy Henry, Cassandra Hobbs, Whitney Ikemire, Jace Jones, Kenneth McBride, Martha
McCollum, Cooper McElwain, Lindsey Meisenheimer, Chris Michaels (Josh Hart’s brother), Leisa Miller, Joe Pat Moody, Jim
Morgan, Betty Noss , Michael Perry, Nick Phifer, Dale Reuter, Lydia Rogers, Stephen Rowlett , John Spencer and daughter
Sara, Steve Stark, Shirley Swanson, Douglas Taylor (Phyllis’ brother), Martha Taylor, Danny Terry, Lee & Barbara Walgora,
Joe Walker, Mary Lee Walker, Jim Bob Weatherly.
THE MILITARY: Hudson Bradley, Michael Brewer, Jamie Burton, Callon Conger, Angie Davis, Jason Deaton, Alex Dye, Jimmie
Fry, Chris Gay, Hayden Goodwin, Colin Harris, Matthew Hart, Josh Hearnsberger, Dillon Jackson, Jason Meadows, Michael D.
Merrell, Cory Merritt, Austin Paschall, Jon Rhodes, Adam Ross, Britney Simpson, Loren Steele,
Aaron Thompson, Thomas Thompson, Lexy Klopfenstein Veliz, Nathan Watson, Jakob Womack.

Becky and Sarah Katherine Davenport’s address is 107 N Highland, Paris, Tn. 38242
Jane Arnold’s address is 408 West Coy Circle, Clarksville Tn. 37043
Thank you dear church family, for all the cards, texts, well wishes and food that I have received during my recent
shoulder surgery. It has all been very much appreciated. I will be in physical therapy until March, so please
continue to keep me in your prayers. Many thanks, Jennifer Hill
OPERATING BUDGET RECEIVED THE WEEK OF
02/14/21

$7981.00

OPERATING BUDGET

$61,204.44

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN
AMOUNT RECEIVED YTD

$256,135.43

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN FUND
BALANCE AS OF 02/08/21

9% of Budget
73% of Goal

$108,588.43

Please support Jack Todd, son of Travis and Carla,
and his baseball team if you can. Call in your order
ahead of time to 731 336 9791.

First Sunday in Lent

February 21st, 2021
11:00 Service in-person

And on Facebook Live
Chiming of the Hour
Prelude

"Adoration Medley" arr. Leatherman

John Massa

Welcome and Announcements

Rev. Joy Weathersbee

Call to Worship

"Shall We Gather at the River"

Hymn of Praise

“This is my Father’s World ”

Chancel Choir
UMH# 144

This is my Father's world, and to my listening ears
All nature sings, and round me rings the music of the spheres.
This is my Father's world: I rest me in the thought
Of rocks and trees, of skies and seas; his hand the wonders wrought.
This is my Father's world, the birds their carols raise,
The morning light, the lily white, declare their maker's praise.
This is my Father's world: he shines in all that's fair;
In the rustling grass I hear him pass; he speaks to me everywhere.
This is my Father's world. O let me ne'er forget
That though the wrong seems oft so strong, God is the ruler yet.
This is my Father's world: why should my heart be sad?
The Lord is King; let the heavens ring! God reigns; let the earth be glad!
Sharing of Joys and Concerns

Rev. Joy Weathersbee

Pastoral Prayer and the Lord’s Prayer

Rev. Joy Weathersbee

Hymn of Preparation

“Come, Thou Almighty King”

Come, thou almighty King, help us thy name to sing,
Help us to praise! Father all glorious,
O'er all victorious, come and reign over us, Ancient of Days!
Come, thou incarnate Word, gird on thy mighty sword,
Our prayer attend! Come, and thy people bless,
And give thy word success; Spirit of holiness, on us descend!
Come, holy Comforter, thy sacred witness bear
In this glad hour. Thou who almighty art,
Now rule in every heart, and ne'er from us depart, Spirit of power!

To thee, great One in Three, eternal praises be,
Hence, evermore. Thy sovereign majesty
May we in glory see, and to eternity love and adore!

UMH# 61

Scripture Reading
Message
Gift of Music

Mark 1:9-15

Pew Bible pg. 34 NT

"What’s the ‘Good News’ about the Wilderness"

Rev. Joy Weathersbee

"Surely the Presence of the Lord "

Hymn of Invitation

Chancel Choir

“Spirit Song”

UMH# 347

Oh let the Son of God enfold you
With His Spirit and His love
Let Him fill your heart and satisfy your soul
Oh let Him have those things that hold you
And His Spirit like a dove
Will descend upon your life and make you whole
Jesus oh Jesus
Come and fill Your lambs
Jesus oh Jesus
Come and fill Your lambs
Oh come and sing the song of gladness
As your hearts are filled with joy
Lift your hands in sweet surrender to His name
Oh give Him all your tears and sadness
Give Him all your years of pain
And you'll enter into life in Jesus' name
Jesus oh Jesus
Come and fill Your lambs
Jesus oh Jesus
Come and fill Your lambs
Benediction

Choral Response

Rev. Joy Weathersbee

“Spirit of the Living God”

Postlude

"Chorale Postlude"

Chancel Choir &
Congregation UMH# 393
J. S. Bach

DAILY LECTIONARY READINGS
Friday, February 19, 2021: Psalm 25:1-10; Daniel 9:15-25a; 2 Timothy 4:1-5
Saturday, February 20, 2021: Psalm 25:1-10; Psalm 32; Matthew 9:2-13
Sunday, February 21, 2021: Genesis 9:8-17; Psalm 25:1-10; 1 Peter 3:18-22; Mark 1:9-15
Monday, February 22, 2021: Psalm 77; Job 4:1-21; Ephesians 2:1-10
Tuesday, February 23, 2021: Psalm 77; Job 5:8-27; 1 Peter 3:8-18a
Wednesday, February 24, 2021: Psalm 77; Proverbs 30:1-9; Matthew 4:1-11
Thursday, February 25, 2021: Psalm 22:23-31; Genesis 15:1-6, 12-18; Romans 3:21-31
Friday, February 26, 2021: Psalm 22:23-31; Genesis 16:1-6; Romans 4:1-12

John Massa, organ

