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While another glorious Easter Sunday has come and gone, we, as people faith, are to view every Sunday, as a little 

Easter - a reminder that death is not the final word.  In the Church year, we are now in the Season of Easter. You ’ll 

notice the paraments - the cloths on the altar and pulpit - will remain white until we celebrate the birth of the Church 
on Pentecost (May 23rd).   Introduced in last week’s newsletter, Shani Campbell and Suzan Wolski, through their 
work with CONNECTIONS - a prayer ministry which is an extension of Paris First, will be sharing a Bible Study guide 
throughout the Easter Season.  The study, Resurrection Mindset: Personal Reflections on the Meaning of Easter, will 
be emailed to our church family each Monday.  I hope all of us can use this tool as a way to intentionally consider 
how Jesus’ resurrection impacts our daily lives. 
 
In another daily devotional I receive by email from the Center for Action and Contemplation, Father Richard Rohr 
suggests that we think of Christ’s resurrection as “God’s way of saying that God can take the worst thing in the 
world—the killing of the God-Human Jesus—and change it into the best thing: the redemption of the world.”  He goes 
on to say, “for us to believe that Jesus was raised from the dead is actually not a leap of faith if we consider that res-
urrection and renewal are the universal and observable pattern of everything.  Even non-religious terms like 

“springtime,” “regeneration,” “healing,” “forgiveness,” “life cycles,” “darkness,” and “light” are ways of describing res-

urrection.  If incarnation is real, if material creation is inspirited, then resurrection in countless forms is to be fully ex-
pected. To paraphrase a statement attributed to Albert Einstein, ‘it is not that one thing is a miracle, but that the 
whole thing is a miracle!’” 
 

How might it change our perspectives - our very lives - if we were to embrace the fact that Christ’s resur-
rection reveals to us this universal pattern that is best seen in the big picture? Scripture teaches us that we, 
too, are made in the image of God.  We know God and God’s Love is eternal.  That same Love which is 
implanted in our hearts through the Holy Spirit is Love that never dies.  All this is to say, God’s Love im-
planted in human hearts cannot help but evolve and be victorious, and our word for that final victory is 

“resurrection.”  In 1 Peter 1:3-5 (The Message) we read “Because Jesus was raised from the dead, we’ve 

been given a brand-new life and have everything to live for, including a future in heaven—and the future 

starts now! God is keeping careful watch over us and the future. The Day is coming when you’ll have it 

all—life healed and whole.” 

 
In his book, The Universal Christ, Father Rohr describes the Eternal Christ, “who never dies and who never 
dies in us!  Resurrection is about all of creation! It is about history, it is about every human who has ever 
been conceived, sinned, suffered, and died, every animal that has lived and died a tortured death, every 
element that has changed from solid, to liquid, to ether, over great expanses of time. It is about all of us. It 
is about everything.” In the words of the song we sang at our Sunrise Service, “Because He lives, I can 
face tomorrow, because he lives all fear is gone; because I know who holds the future, life is worth the liv-
ing, just because He lives! 
 
May we have eyes to see that Easter blessings abound,    Joy 
 

We are collecting Hospital Snacks.  We have not had many donations turned in as of yet, if you do not want to shop for 

snacks yourself, you can drop a check into the offering plate on Sunday.  Just write in the memo line “Hospital Snacks” , and 

we will shop for you.  If you would like to send in items, please have your individually wrapped snacks to the office no later 

than Sunday, April 18th.  Favorite items to send are nuts, cookies and chips, thank you!!   



AN INFORMATIONAL SESSION FOR ALL WHO WOULD CONSIDER VOLUNTEERING TO HEP WITH 

PROJECT BRIDGE WILL BE HELD IN OUR CLC ON SUNDAY AFTERNOON, APRIL 25TH at 2:00pm.     
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Club 56 is BACK!!!  Club 56 will start meeting on Wednesday nights from 6-7 

pm, in the Club 56 Room, on April 14th.  Please enter the building via the dou-

ble glass doors on McNeil St. Mary Catherine will be there to welcome you 

between 5.45 - 5.55pm.   We are very fortunate to have Mary Catherine Lowe 

lead this great group!!!  Hope to see all our 5th and 6th graders for a fun filled 

session.  



UPCOMING EVENTS & MEETINGS: 
FOR SUNDAY, April 11th:  VIDEO OPERATORS - Steve & Linda McCadams    SOUND BOOTH OPERATOR - Randall Perkins 

 

Saturday, April 10th 8:00am    Confirmation Class leave for a morning at Lakeshore, and an afternoon of service at 2nd  
               Harvest in Camden. 
Sunday April 11,        2:00pm    Eagle Scout Ceremony for Gage Starks 
                         4:00pm    Confirmation Class meets in Room 101 
                         5:00pm    Handbell Practice in the Music Room 
                         6:00pm    Youth in the CLC 
Monday April 12,       11:00am  UMW Moving Methodist Circle will meet in Room 101 
             6:00pm   Boy Scouts in the CLC  
Tuesday April 13         10:00 am UMW Morning Circle will meet in Room 101 
                                        5:30 pm  Trustees to meet in Room 101 or via ZOOM 
Wednesday April 14,  6.00pm   Mid-Week Connection Bible Study on ZOOM 
             6.00pm   Youth and Club 56 meet 
                                        6.00pm   Chancel Choir practice in the sanctuary 
Saturday April 17,        8:00am   Youth leave for Spring Retreat @ Lakeshore 

 
Mid-Week Connection Bible Study 

 Join us for conversation on Wednesday evenings at 6:00 on ZOOM. 
 Next week we’ll be looking at Luke 24:36b-48 

 the scripture that will be used for Sunday, 14th April sermon. 
To connect, just follow this link to join the Zoom Meeting 

                          https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83225948583pwd=enpwWXRZS1VHZTdwQmp4aGNHNzQyUT09                       
                      Meeting ID:  832 2594 8583              Passcode:  930369  

 

Monte and Jennifer Starks and Boy Scout Troop 28 cordially invited you to attend the Eagle Scout Court of Honor 
for Gage M. Starks.  Please join us on Sunday, April 11th at 2pm in the Church Sanctuary.  A reception will follow.  
 

The church will host a bridal tea for Alex Reagor, bride elect of Jordan Hayes, on May 2nd.  If anyone would like to 
help host this event please contact Cindy Lowe @ 731 234 3856. 
We will also host a gift card shower for Holly Dial, bride elect of Adam Owens who will be married on May 14th, 
2021.  Holly and Adam are registered at Crate & Barrell, West Elm, Target, My favorite Things and The Iron Place.  
Cards and sentiments can be dropped off in the church office, and we will deliver to the happy couple, Thanks!! 
 

ATTN Graduating Seniors, College Students and Parents 
Please be aware, the Trustees of First United Methodist Church and Church Council have approved an amended scholarship 
policy.    THE SCHOLARSHIP FORMS ARE DUE  FRIDAY 16TH!!  ( That is only a week away)  For more info, email Brooke Cagle 
at @pfirstyouth@gmail.com or text/call Brooke at (731)697-6103.  The application form and new policy notes are attached to 
this newsletter.  Don't forget about this incredible opportunity!  
 

April is Child Abuse Prevention Month. It began in 1983 when a report 
about 500,000 abused children caught the attention and heart of Presi-
dent, Ronald Reagan. “Now, Therefore, I … hereby proclaim the month 
of April as ‘National Child Abuse Prevention Month.’ 
Sadly since the first Child Abuse Prevention Month, the number of 
abused children has grown from half a million children to over 6 mil-
lion new reports of abuse along with 1600+ children dying annually as a 
result of their abuse. Currently, in Henry County, The Carl Perkins Child 
Advocacy Center serves  67 children and families by providing relative 

caregiver advocacy, victim advocacy, forensic interviews, and therapeutic trauma based counseling.  Together we 
can stop the cycle of abuse in our families and in our communities. Let’s pray and  get educated until black and blue 
are just colors in a child’s crayon box.    

To learn how you can support our Center call 731-642-8455 or visit www.carlperkinscenter.org. 

https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Fj%2F83225948583%3Fpwd%3DenpwWXRZS1VHZTdwQmp4aGNHNzQyUT09&sa=D&source=calendar&usd=2&usg=AOvVaw0Oa4WIbtHj9Aazee1Cbr8j


PRAYER REQUESTS:   

ACH Paris - Sharon Harrington           Brighton Gardens (Brentwood) – Marjorie Van Dyke      Morningside –  Bunny Selby                                                   

Morningside of Cookville – Jennie McGlohn     Paris Healthcare –  Covie Byars, Evelyn Mathis, Sharon Harrington                

Plumley - Keith Odom               RoseStone – Katie Younker       Weakley County Nursing Home – Helen Pentecost    
     

Susan Rice - recovering from surgery 

Dr. Bo Richardson - recovering from eye surgery.       

Carmen Pariseau Carmen is pastor at Lebanon UMC; and will be having surgery for breast cancer on April 19th 
 

The family of Rev. David Atkinson and the congregation of Collierville UMC.  Rev. Atkinson died of COVID on Wednesday 

The  family of Kim Stowe McDaniel - Kim was a teacher at Rhea Elementary that tragically lost her life in a car accident on 

Wednesday 
 

ONGOING PRAYER CONCERNS: Roddy Adkisson, Lloyd Allen, Jane Arnold,  Russell Baatz, Joy Bailey, Dasheka Beard, Britt 

Blackburn,  Mike Burnette, Jennifer Cash (sister of Tracy Courtney), Cathy Cole, Granville Cooley, Dora Corey, Erin Crockett & 

baby,  Joe Dale Curd,  Megan Dorgan-Carpenter, Abigail Frizzell, Dorothy Gale, Connie Garrett,  Norris Geurin, Becky Gill, Pat-

sy Henry, Whitney Ikemire, Kenneth McBride, Steve McCadams, Martha McCollum, Cooper McElwain, Lindsey Meisenheimer, 

Chris Michaels (Josh Hart’s brother), Leisa Miller, Joe Pat Moody, Jim Morgan, Betty Noss, Susan Palmer,  Bob Perry, Nick 

Phifer, Lindell Roney,  Lydia Rogers, Stephen Rowlett , Gail Sharp, Mike Shelton, John Spencer  and  daughter Sara, Steve 

Stark, Shirley Swanson, Douglas Taylor (Phyllis’ brother), Danny Terry,  Heather Tharpe, Lee & Barbara Walgora, Joe Walker, 

Mary Lee Walker, Jim Bob Weatherly. 
 

THE MILITARY: Hudson Bradley, Michael Brewer, Jamie Burton, Callon Conger, Angie Davis, Jason Deaton, Alex Dye, Jimmie 

Fry, Chris Gay, Hayden Goodwin, Colin Harris, Matthew Hart,  Josh Hearnsberger, Dillon Jackson, Jason Meadows, Michael D. 

Merrell, Cory Merritt, Austin Paschall, Jon Rhodes, Adam Ross, Britney Simpson, Loren Steele, Aaron Thompson, Thomas 

Thompson, Lexy Klopfenstein Veliz, Nathan Watson,  Jakob Womack. 
 

Dear Linda & Bereavement Group,  Thank you so much for providing food for our family and friends after Daddy’s funeral.  

First Church and all of the wonderful members meant so much to Daddy.  Thank you for making a difficult day better.  Love 

Marjorie Levy.  Marjorie is the daughter of Paul Russell. 

 

DAILY LECTIONARY READINGS    
Friday, April 9, 2021:  Psalm 133; Daniel 2:1-23; Acts 4:23-31   
Saturday, April 10, 2021:  Psalm 133; Daniel 2:24-49; John 12:44-50  
Sunday, April 11, 2021:   Acts 4:32-35; Psalm 133; 1 John 1:1-2:2; John 20:19-31 
Monday, April 12, 2021:  Psalm 135; Daniel 3:1-30; 1 John 2:3-11  
Tuesday, April 13, 2021:   Psalm 135; Daniel 6:1-28; 1 John 2:12-17  
Wednesday, April 14, 2021:  Psalm 135; Isaiah 26:1-15; Mark 12:18-27  
Thursday, April 15, 2021:  Psalm 4; Daniel 9:1-19; 1 John 2:18-25  
Friday, April 16, 2021:  Psalm 4; Daniel 10:2-19; 1 John 2:26-28  

Operating Budget Received  04/04/21     $13,671.00  

Operating Budget Received YTD    $149,858.20      22% of Budget  

Capital Campaign Amount Received YTD   $291,073.43      83% of Goal  

Capital Campaign Fund Balance as of 3/29/21  $119,173.43  



 

      Second Sunday of Easter  

                   April 11th, 2021 

         11:00 Service in-person  

          And on Facebook Live 
 

Chiming of the Hour                                                                                                                                                                          
  

Prelude                                               "Prelude of Peace" Wyrtzen                                     John Massa, organ 
 

Welcome and Announcements                                                                        Rev. Joy Weathersbee 
 

Call to Worship                                     "Let it Breathe on Me"                                              Chancel Choir 
 

Hymn of Praise                              “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”                                     UMH# 384 
 

Love divine, all loves excelling, joy of heaven, to earth come down; 
Fix in us thy humble dwelling; all thy faithful mercies crown! 

Jesus, thou art all compassion, pure, unbounded love thou art; 
Visit us with thy salvation; enter every trembling heart. 

 

Breathe, O breathe thy loving Spirit into every troubled breast! 
Let us all in thee inherit; let us find that second rest. 

Take away our bent to sinning; Alpha and Omega be; 
End of faith, as its beginning, set our hearts at liberty. 

 

Come, Almighty to deliver, let us all thy life receive; 
Suddenly return and never, nevermore thy temples leave. 

Thee we would be always blessing, serve thee as thy hosts above, 
Pray and praise thee without ceasing, glory in thy perfect love. 

 

Finish, then, thy new creation; pure and spotless let us be. 
Let us see thy great salvation perfectly restored in thee; 

Changed from glory into glory, till in heaven we take our place, 
Till we cast our crowns before thee, lost in wonder, love, and praise. 

 

Sharing of Joys and Concerns and The Pastoral Prayer         Rev. Joy Weathersbee 
 

Pastoral Prayer  and The Lords Prayer   
 

Gift of Music                                              “Glorious Savior”                               Chancel Choir 
 

Scripture Reading                                      John 20: 19-31                                           Pew Bible pg. 115NT 
 

Hymn of Preparation                       “Breathe on Me, Breath of God”                             UMH# 420 

 

Breathe on me, Breath of God, fill me with life anew, 
That I may love what thou dost love, and do what thou wouldst do.  

 

Breathe on me, Breath of God, until my heart is pure, 
Until with thee I will one will, to do and to endure.  

 

Breathe on me, Breath of God, till I am wholly thine, 
Till all this earthly part of me glows with thy fire divine.  

 

Breathe on me, Breath of God, so shall I never die, 
But live with thee the perfect life of thine eternity.  

 

Message                                         “Called to Proclaim AND Practice”                  Rev. Joy Weathersbee                              

 



Affirmation of Faith: 

God, we are sent to be about the work of peacemaking and reconciliation. 
Christ is our peace. 

We remember Jesus in the throes of death, offering forgiveness and peace to those who had taunted and 
tormented him. 
Christ is our example. 
We remember Jesus after his resurrection, offering forgiveness and restoration to his disciples who had 
denied and forsaken him. 
Christ is our leader. 

We acknowledge that we have wronged others and been wronged by others, 
And need forgiveness applied to both. 

Help us to forgive others as we have been forgiven by You, 
For in forgiving, we find peace and freedom. 

Help us to have humility and courage 
   To admit when we are wrong 

   To confess and apologize 
   To make amends to those we have hurt. 

We acknowledge that forgiveness benefits the forgiver 
And that we can never force others to forgive us. 

We acknowledge that we may never see the results of our peacemaking 
But that you see our hearts.  

We thank you God, for removing our transgressions from us 
Thanks be to God 

We ask for hearts conformed to the way of Christ 
Ready to offer peace; willing to forgive and be forgiven.  Amen 
 

Hymn of Invitation                                        “Trust and Obey”                                                   UMH# 467 
 

When we walk with the Lord in the light of his word, what a glory he sheds on our way! 
While we do his good will, he abides with us still, and with all who will trust and obey. 

 

Refrain: Trust and obey, for there's no other way 
to be happy in Jesus, but to trust and obey. 

 

Not a burden we bear, not a sorrow we share, but our toil he doth richly repay; 
not a grief or a loss, not a frown or a cross, but is blest if we trust and obey. [Refrain] 

 

But we never can prove the delights of his love until all on the altar we lay; 
for the favor he shows, for the joy he bestows, are for them who will trust and obey. [Refrain] 

 

Then in fellowship sweet we will sit at his feet, or we'll walk by his side in the way; 
what he says we will do, where he sends we will go; never fear, only trust and obey. [Refrain] 

  
Benediction                                                      Rev. Joy Weathersbee 
 

Choral Response                                 “Halle, Halle, Hallelujah”                                          Chancel Choir  
 

Postlude                                      "I Know That My Redeemer Lives"   arr. Wood            John Massa, organ 

 
            The altar flowers today are in Memory of Dan and Randy Looney  

                                             from Bub, Dian, Ben and Rachel    

         

The Bishop has asked that we specifically pray for one church in our conference each week.  You 

will notice  a candle being lit on the altar in honor of that church and its congregation.   

This week we are asking for special prayers for Bethlehem and Hickory Flatt, and their pastor 

Howard Russom. 


