First United Methodist Church
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Catch First United Methodist Church rebroadcast on
TV CHANNEL 195 @ 11:00 AM

As I write these thoughts for this week's newsletter, I’m aware that today is Earth Day! On April 22, 1970,
the United States began celebrating Earth Day annually, creating a movement that now motivates people
around the world to use the day to consider the planet, demonstrate their love for it and enact ways to protect it. Organizers anticipate more than one billion people around the globe will take part in events this year
engaging in environmental issues. Our General Board of Church and Society of the United Methodist
Church works with 37 other ecumenical partners through Creation Justice Ministries to rally Christians to
protect and restore God's creation. Why? Our very life is dependent on the health of Mother Earth. All of
humanity is interconnected within the web of all of creation. If one part of creation is endangered, we all are
in danger.
It’s easy to feel overwhelmed by the growing number of environmental problems we hear about today: species extinction, an expanding list of endangered animals, air/water/soil pollution, declining biodiversity, crashing fish populations, habitat loss, and our changing climate – to name a few. It can feel even more upsetting to know that a majority
of the problems are due either directly or indirectly to our human activity.
In Genesis 1:26 we read, “God said, Let us make humans in our image, after our likeness: and let them have
dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over
every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth”. But what does “dominion” really mean? It has been traditionally
interpreted by some to mean “to subdue” or “to rule over.” But when taken to an extreme, that kind of “dominion” becomes oppression and exploitation. However, an exploited planet Earth does not leave humanity richer. It’s leaving
us sick and dying!

Earth Day is a time to hit pause in order to realize that in its highest form, dominion includes responsible governance
and stewardship, which is defined as an “individual’s responsibility to manage one’s life and property with proper regard to the rights of others.” Perhaps there is a deeper, more sustainable aspect of dominion that includes a sense of
service to one’s fellow creatures and even a compulsion to protect those who cannot protect themselves. And isn’t
that what Jesus taught his followers to do?

As I took out my two bags of trash this morning, to be picked up by our city’s sanitation department, I removed the cardboard packaging from the Ritz Crackers we’d eaten; the empty milk carton, the Amazon
shipping box and three plastic water bottles. Those are things we can recycle. It seems like such a small
thing to sort our trash. But if we all could get into the habit of REDUCING, REUSING, and RECYCLING, it
would make an enormous difference in the amount of waste that goes into our land fills.
On this day that’s celebrated around the globe as Earth Day, what small steps will you take, that over time
will make a huge difference in caring for the sacred home we all share and cherish? For some ideas, check
out this link:
http://www.creationjustice.org/blog/52-ways-to-care-for-creation
Happy Earth Day!
Joy

PRAYER REQUESTS:
ACH Paris - Sharon Harrington Brighton Gardens (Brentwood) – Marjorie Van Dyke Morningside – Bunny Selby
Morningside of Cookville – Jennie McGlohn Paris Healthcare – Covie Byars, Evelyn Mathis, Sharon Harrington
Plumley - Keith Odom
RoseStone – Katie Younker
Weakley County Nursing Home – Helen Pentecost
Carol Holden - Heart Catheterization on Tuesday, 27th at St. Thomas
Janice Benton - Having issues with her back, which is effecting her walking.
Carmen Pariseau Carmen is pastor at Lebanon UMC; had surgery on April 19th
Rocky’s Hayes, daughter, Diamond Rockaale Hayes, with COVID
ONGOING PRAYER CONCERNS: Roddy Adkisson, Lloyd Allen, Jane Arnold, Russell Baatz, Joy Bailey, Dasheka
Beard, Britt Blackburn, Mike Burnette, Jennifer Cash (sister of Tracy Courtney), Cathy Cole, Granville Cooley, Dora
Corey, Erin Crockett & baby, Joe Dale Curd, Megan Dorgan-Carpenter, Abigail Frizzell, Dorothy Gale, Connie Garrett, Norris Geurin, Becky Gill, Patsy Henry, Whitney Ikemire, Kenneth McBride, Steve McCadams, Martha
McCollum, Cooper McElwain, Lindsey Meisenheimer, Leisa Miller, Joe Pat Moody, Jim Morgan, Betty Noss, Susan
Palmer, Bob Perry, Nick Phifer, Susan Rice, Lindell Roney, Lydia Rogers, Stephen Rowlett , Gail Sharp, Mike Shelton, John Spencer and daughter Sara, Steve Stark, Shirley Swanson, Douglas Taylor (Phyllis’ brother), Danny Terry,
Heather Tharpe, Lee & Barbara Walgora, Joe Walker, Mary Lee Walker, Jim Bob Weatherly.

THE MILITARY: Hudson Bradley, Michael Brewer, Jamie Burton, Callon Conger, Angie Davis, Jason Deaton, Alex
Dye, Jimmie Fry, Chris Gay, Hayden Goodwin, Colin Harris, Matthew Hart, Josh Hearnsberger, Dillon Jackson, Jason
Meadows, Michael D. Merrell, Cory Merritt, Austin Paschall, Jon Rhodes, Adam Ross, Britney Simpson, Loren Steele,
Aaron Thompson, Thomas Thompson, Lexy Klopfenstein Veliz, Nathan Watson, Jakob Womack.
Operating Budget Received 04/18/21

$13,210.00

Operating Budget Received YTD

$173,644.70

25% of Budget

Capital Campaign Amount Received YTD

$291,808.43

83% of Goal

Capital Campaign Fund Balance as of 04/22/21

$116,309.88

Church Council approves request of Trustees to continue our Capital Funds Campaign until the end of 2021.
We’re moving close to reaching our goal of $350,000 and are grateful for all
who have and who continue to make gifts toward updating our facilities.

“ONE BODY, gathered in ONE PLACE”
ONE JOINT WORSHIP SERVICE at 10:00
May 16th - Celebrating our Graduates
May 23rd - Youth led Pentecost Celebration and Confirmation
In the Sanctuary and on Facebook Live, with Sunday School at 9:00

THIS WEEK’S ACTIVITIES & BIBLE READINGS
FRIDAY, APRIL 23RD

Psalm 23; Genesis 46:28-47:6; Acts 4:1-4
CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED FOR FISH FRY

SATURDAY, APRIL 24TH

Psalm 23; Genesis 48:8-19; Mark 6:30-34
4:30pm Confirmation Class Trip to Holy Cross Catholic Church

SUNDAY, APRIL 25TH

Acts 4:5-12; Psalm 23; 1 John 3:16-24; John 10:11-18
Video Room - Steve & Linda McCadams Sound Board - Randall Perkins
8:30 in CLC & 11:00 in Sanctuary - We gather to worship! (Nursery is provided for
both services.)
9:45am Sunday School for all ages
2:00pm Project Bridge Info Session for Volunteers in the CLC
4:00pm Confirmation study in Room 101
5:00pm Handbell Practice in the Music Room
6:00pm Youth in the CLC
7:30pm Pastor N Pajamas (story time on Bible Explorers and
Archeologist’s Facebook page)

MONDAY, APRIL 26TH

Psalm 95; 1 Samuel 16:1-13; 1 Peter 5:1-5
RESURRECTION MINDSET DEVOTIONAL SENT OUT ON EMAIL
5:30pm Missions and Outreach Committee Meeting in Room 101 & on ZOOM
Items needed at Luke’s Inn are house6:00pm Boy Scouts in the CLC

TUESDAY, APRIL 27TH

Psalm 95; 1 Chronicles 11:1-9; Revelation 7:13-17
10:30am Second Harvest Food Distribution as a Drive-Thru on McNeil St.
4:30pm Scholarship Committee Meets in 101

hold cleaning supplies, personal hygiene
items, baby wipes, diapers (size 1,4 & 5),
pull-ups (girl 3T-4T, boys 4T-5T), laundry
detergent, trash bags, pens, pencils,
spiral notebooks, and twin sheet sets

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 28TH

Psalm 95; Micah 7:8-20; Mark 14:26-31
6:00pm Chancel Choir practice in Sanctuary
6:00pm Midweek Connection
6:00pm Club 56 meets in Club 56 room on 2nd Floor
6:00pm Youth meet at Memorial Park
7:30pm Bedtime Bible Stories with Miss Cindy
(on Bible Explorers and Archeologist’s Facebook page )

THURSDAY, APRIL 29TH

Psalm 22:25-31; Amos 8:1-7; Acts 8:1b-8
4:30pm Paris Girls Volleyball Club Practice in the CLC

FRIDAY, APRIL 30TH

Psalm 22:25-31; Amos 8:11-13; Acts 8:9-25

VISIT ONLINE AT https://hannahshope.wedoauctions.com
The National Day of Prayer is coming up on May 6. We will observe it at 12 noon at the Henry County courthouse.
Everyone is invited, you can wear a mask if you feel uncomfortable about being in a crowd.

UPDATE ON CHEROKEE MINISTRY
Kathy and I are in Cherokee for our deliveries.
Thursday is delivery day for Cherokee Central Schools
(3). On Friday we are scheduled to deliver checks to
four other schools, Children’s Services and The Children’s Home. We are helping at the Cherokee UMC
Saturday, and I will preach Sunday morning.
Thank you Paris First for everything.
Kathy with Mike Crowe

These are Bo and Esther Taylor and their daughters, Abigail and Naomi.
This family is our “Boots on the ground” support team in Cherokee.

Mid-Week Connection Bible Study
Join us for conversation on Wednesday evenings at 6:00 on ZOOM.
Next week we’ll be looking at John 15: 1-8
the scripture that will be used for Sunday, May 2nd sermon.
To connect, just follow this link to join the Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83225948583pwd=enpwWXRZS1VHZTdwQmp4aGNHNzQyUT09
Meeting ID: 832 2594 8583
Passcode: 930369

You are invited to a bridal tea for Alex Reagor, bride elect of Jordan Hayes. The tea will take
place in the Heritage Room from 12:00 - 2:00pm on Sunday, May 2nd.
We will also host a gift card shower for Holly Dial, bride elect of Adam Owens who will be
married on May 14th, 2021. Holly and Adam are registered at Crate & Barrell, West Elm, Target, My favorite Things and The Iron Place. Cards and sentiments can be dropped off in the
church office, and we will deliver to the happy couple, Thanks!!

Project Bridge Seeks Volunteers
Do you want to make a difference that will affect the future?
VOLUNTEERS are instrumental to the success of Project Bridge - a summer reading program
meeting at Paris First UM church! If you are willing to drive a van, prepare snacks, read with
a child, or help monitor social/emotional skill building activities and are willing to volunteer a
few hours, Tuesdays – Fridays, during the four weeks of June you can help make a difference.
INTERESTED? For more information, join us on . . .
Sunday, April 25 @ 2 PM OR Tuesday, May 4 @ 6:30 PM
PRESERVE PARIS ROUNDTABLE - WOULD ANYONE LIKE TO VOLUNTEER TO BE THE CHURCH’S REPRESENTATIVE FOR THIS??
Early in 2016 the City of Paris met with representatives from USDA about neighborhood revitalization and out of that…

“Preserve Paris” began. A first event was held in April of 2016 in the Lee School Neighborhood. Since that time there have
been six large events such as four neighborhood cleanup efforts, a city-wide litter collection (scavenger hunt) and a tree giveaway. Many positive things have occurred as a result of this initiative. Due to the Pandemic, no events were held last year,
but it is time to come together again to discuss any needs we have in the community. There will be a
“Preserve Paris Roundtable” meeting held in the City of Paris Courtroom on Thursday, April 29 at 5:30 p.m.
For more information you may contact City Hall at 731-641-1410.
One of our youth Demarcus Patton (left) won
the National Championship Title for the Intermediate Class in the USA National Boxing
Championship recently. Congrats Demarcus!
Thirteen members of our youth with Brooke
and Don, enjoyed a retreat at Lakeshore this
past weekend.

Fourth Sunday of Easter
April 25th, 2021
11:00 Service in-person
and on Facebook Live
Chiming of the Hour
Prelude

"Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us" Decou

Welcome and Announcements

John Massa, organ
June Feger, piano
Rev. Joy Weathersbee

Call to Worship

"Here I Am Lord"

Hymn of Praise

Chancel Choir

“O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing”
O for a thousand tongues to sing my great Redeemer's praise,
the glories of my God and King, the triumphs of his grace!

UMH# 57

My gracious Master and my God, assist me to proclaim,
to spread through all the earth abroad the honors of thy name.
Jesus! the name that charms our fears, that bids our sorrows cease;
'tis music in the sinner's ears, 'tis life, and health, and peace.
He breaks the power of canceled sin, he sets the prisoner free;
his blood can make the foulest clean; his blood availed for me.
He speaks, and listening to his voice, new life the dead receive;
the mournful, broken hearts rejoice, the humble poor believe.
Hear him, ye deaf; his praise, ye dumb, your loosened tongues employ;
ye blind, behold your Savior come, and leap, ye lame, for joy.
In Christ, your head, you then shall know, shall feel your sins forgiven;
anticipate your heaven below, and own that love is heaven.

Sharing of Joys and Concerns

Rev. Joy Weathersbee

Pastoral Prayer and The Lords Prayer
Gift of Music

“Christ Has Broken Down the Wall”

Scripture Reading

John 10:11-18

Hymn of Preparation

Chancel Choir
Pew Bible pg. 103NT

“Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us”

Savior, like a shepherd lead us, much we need thy tender care;
in thy pleasant pastures feed us, for our use thy folds prepare.
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus! Thou hast bought us, thine we are.
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus! Thou hast bought us, thine we are.
We are thine, thou dost befriend us, be the guardian of our way;
keep thy flock, from sin defend us, seek us when we go astray.
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus! Hear, O hear us when we pray.
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus! Hear, O hear us when we pray.
Thou hast promised to receive us, poor and sinful though we be;
thou hast mercy to relieve us, grace to cleanse and power to free.
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus! We will early turn to thee.
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus! We will early turn to thee.

UMH# 381

Early let us seek thy favor, early let us do thy will;
blessed Lord and only Savior, with thy love our bosoms fill.
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus! Thou hast loved us, love us still.
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus! Thou hast loved us, love us still.
Message

“Baaaaah!”

Rev. Joy Weathersbee

A Modern Affirmation of Faith based on Psalm 23 (adapted from Shellie Ross)
Oh God, you are my Shepherd. I should not desire anything more; I have my share of comforts.
Knowing you are there gives me peace, even in times of chaos, crisis and the unknown.
You calm my inner being and soul.
I recognize your voice, God, encouraging me to always do the right thing.
Even though life is surrounded by death, sickness, solitude and unsafety,
I have nothing to fear, for I trust that I am not alone.
You are always prepared and keeping watch —
And knowing this brings comfort, even on the darkest of days.
Even when it seems that others do not think of me or wish me well,
You are there, providing and caring for me.
When I feel down, you remind me of your love;
When I pause to look, I see my life is full of goodness and blessing!
May I always be able to identify kindness and goodness in life,
And forever, be in Your presence, for You are my Good Shepherd.
Hymn of Invitation

“I Am Thine, O Lord”

UMH# 419

I am thine, O Lord, I have heard thy voice, and it told thy love to me;
but I long to rise in the arms of faith and be closer drawn to thee.
Refrain: Draw me nearer, nearer, blessed Lord, to the cross where thou hast died.
Draw me nearer, nearer, nearer, blessed Lord, to thy precious, bleeding side.
Consecrate me now to thy service, Lord, by the power of grace divine;
let my soul look up with a steadfast hope, and my will be lost in thine. Refrain
O the pure delight of a single hour that before thy throne I spend,
when I kneel in prayer, and with thee, my God, I commune as friend with friend! Refrain
There are depths of love that I cannot know till I cross the narrow sea;
there are heights of joy that I may not reach till I rest in peace with thee. Refrain
Benediction

Rev. Joy Weathersbee

Choral Response
Postlude

“Lead Me, Guide Me”
"The King of Love, My Shepherd Is" Whitworth

Chancel Choir
John Massa, organ

The Bishop has asked that we specifically pray for one church in our conference each week. You
will notice a candle being lit on the altar in honor of that church and its congregation.
This week we are asking for special prayers for Bolivar First - Whiteville, and their pastor Rick
Pinkson.

