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This Sunday is Mother's Day, which for many is a joyous occasion, a time to have a family get-together, 
maybe a Sunday dinner in honor of “Mama!” It’s a time to say thank you to the one who often holds the 
family together and who often carries the heartache bound up in hope when no one else seems to see be-
yond their own personal pain. Mother’s Day offers a chance to say thank you to the one who brings order 
out of chaos; who can find the missing sock and the lost homework; the one who remembers how much 
laundry detergent you need per load and which plastic containers won't work in the microwave. Mother’s 
Day is a reminder to say thank you to the one who rarely gets thanked for all that she does, day in and day 
out. Thank you and I love you! Mother's Day can be a joyous occasion. 
 
But for many, Mother’s Day is a delicate and difficult day. If our mother has died, even after a long and fruit-
ful life, Mother’s Day can be a reminder of our grief in loss. We can’t pretend that being motherly is some-
thing that comes naturally to every woman, with the birth or reception of children under her care. For those 
whose experiences of their mother was more painful than joyous, Mother’s Day can be a reminder of the 
loving connections that were missed.  For others, Mother’s Day is painful because they longed to be a 
mother, but for some reason were never able to receive that blessing. There are mothers whose children 
are no longer around to send them cards or buy them flowers, and there are those who love their mothers, 
but no longer are able to speak in a language she can hear or comprehend? Mother's Day can be a deli-
cate and difficult occasion. 
 
So with all the variety of emotions connected to Mother’s Day, how can we, in our worship, sensitively 
acknowledge this day of remembering our mothers with a sense of integrity? This Sunday’s scripture read-
ing from the Gospel of John (15:9-17) gives us the words of Jesus, “This is my commandment, that you 
love one another as I have loved you.” (John 15:12)  That command was not just for his first disciples, but it 
is for everyone who intends to follow in the way of Jesus.  Perhaps the best we can do on Mother’s Day, is 
to give thanks for all those who have loved and nurtured (mothered) us along the way. Hopefully, we have 
known love from our mothers and fathers, maybe from spouses and lovers, from teachers and mentors, 
from siblings, and especially from our brothers and sisters in Christ. 
 
As followers of Jesus, loving is to be who we are - Loving in a 
way that can set aside our own comforts and agendas in or-
der to respond to the needs of others.   But even though our 
human expressions of love are often imperfect, we have all 
been loved by God in the sacrificial act of Jesus’ coming into 
our world and giving of his very life for us.  Our ability to love 
is in response to THAT perfect love, which we have received. 
So on this Mother’s Day, may we all give thanks for sacrifices 
that have been made for us.  And let us respond in the only 
way we can, with more love! 
 
Your sister in ministry and Grace,     
                                                          Joy 



PRAYER REQUESTS:   

Brighton Gardens (Brentwood) – Marjorie Van Dyke             Morningside –  Bunny Selby                                                    

Morningside of Cookville – Jennie McGlohn     Paris Healthcare –  Covie Byars, Evelyn Mathis                

Plumley - Keith Odom               RoseStone – Katie Younker       Weakley County Nursing Home – Helen Pentecost    
 

Lee Walgora, who is still at Paducah Lourdes Hospital after his recent surgery. 

Courtney Geary has been placed on bedrest for the remainder of her pregnancy. 

Janice Benton,  has an appointment next week with the neurosurgeon in Memphis. 

The Family of Betty Baucum, Betty was a former member of the church, her graveside service will be 11:30am on 

Saturday, May 8th, at Hillcrest Cemetery. 

The Family of Paul Mann, who was the brother of the late Jimmy Mann. 

The Family of Larry Wade, who was an uncle of Jason Wilson.                  

The Family of Lindsey Caldwell. 

 
 

ONGOING PRAYER CONCERNS: Roddy Adkisson, Lloyd Allen, Jane Arnold,  Russell Baatz, Joy Bailey, Dasheka 

Beard, Britt Blackburn,  Mike Burnette, Jennifer Cash (sister of Tracy Courtney), Cathy Cole, Granville Cooley, Dora 

Corey, Erin Crockett & baby,  Joe Dale Curd,  Megan Dorgan-Carpenter, Abigail Frizzell, Dorothy Gale, Connie Gar-

rett,  Norris Geurin, Becky Gill, Sharon Harrington, Patsy Henry, Carol Holden Whitney Ikemire, Kenneth McBride, 

Steve McCadams, Martha McCollum, Cooper McElwain, Lindsey Meisenheimer, Leisa Miller, Joe Pat Moody, Jim 

Morgan, Betty Noss, Susan Palmer,  Carmen Pariseau, Bob Perry, Nick Phifer, Susan Rice, Lindell Roney,  Lydia 

Rogers, Stephen Rowlett , Gail Sharp, Mike Shelton, John Spencer  and  daughter Sara, Steve Stark, Shirley Swan-

son, Douglas Taylor (Phyllis’ brother), Danny Terry,  Heather Tharpe, Lee & Barbara Walgora, Joe Walker, Mary 

Lee Walker, Jim Bob Weatherly. 

 
 

THE MILITARY: Hudson Bradley, Michael Brewer, Jamie Burton, Callon Conger, Angie Davis, Jason Deaton, Alex 

Dye, Jimmie Fry, Chris Gay, Hayden Goodwin, Colin Harris, Matthew Hart,  Josh Hearnsberger, Dillon Jackson, Jason 

Meadows, Michael D. Merrell, Cory Merritt, Austin Paschall, Jon Rhodes, Adam Ross, Britney Simpson, Loren Steele, 

Aaron Thompson, Thomas Thompson, Lexy Klopfenstein Veliz, Nathan Watson,  Jakob Womack. 

 

Dear Church Family, thank you for all the cards, calls, food and prayers during my recent surgery.  Gary and I are 

blessed to belong to this wonderful church, we feel the love.  Please keep us in your prayers as I continue on my 

journey of recovery.  Love, Susan Rice 

 

 

 

 

       
 

The Post Intelligencer is in need of support to continue publishing their weekly KID’S SCOOP page, which 
encourages reading among our youngest Henry County residents.  Any individual, group or organization 
who would like to help by sponsoring the publication of this page, please contact Nina Cotton at ncot-
ton@parispi.net or calling 731-642-1162 ext. 316. 

Operating Budget Received  05/02/21        $8,641.22  

Operating Budget Received YTD    $189,256.92       28% of Budget  

Capital Campaign Amount Received YTD   $292,238.43       83% of Goal  

Capital Campaign Fund Balance as of 05/29/21    $116,739.88  

mailto:ncotton@parispi.net
mailto:ncotton@parispi.net


THIS WEEK’S ACTIVITIES & BIBLE READINGS 
 

FRIDAY, MAY 7TH 
Psalm 98; Isaiah 42:5-9; Acts 10:34-43 

SATURDAY, MAY 8TH 
Psalm 98; Deuteronomy 32:44-47; Mark 10:42-45  
 

SUNDAY,  MAY 9TH 
Acts 10:44-48; Psalm 98; 1 John 5:1-6; John 15:9-17 

Video Room - Steve & Linda McCadams    Sound Board - Jason Wilson 
8:30am Worship Service in CLC  
9:45am Sunday School for all ages 
11:00am Traditional Worship in Sanctuary  
7:30pm Pastor N Pajamas (story time on Bible Explorers and   
          Archeologist’s Facebook page) 
 

MONDAY, MAY 10TH 
Psalm 93; Deuteronomy 7:1-11; 1 Timothy 6:11-12  
RESURRECTION MINDSET DEVOTIONAL SENT OUT ON EMAIL 
6:00pm Boy Scouts in the CLC 
 

TUESDAY, MAY 11TH 
Psalm 93; Deuteronomy 11:1-17; 1 Timothy 6:13-16  
10:30am  UMW Circle to meet in Room 101 
4:30pm Paris Volleyball Club Practice in the CLC 
5:30pm Trustee Meeting in Room 101 and ZOOM 
 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 12TH 
Psalm 93; Deuteronomy 11:18-21; Mark 16:19-20  

6:00pm Chancel Choir practice in Sanctuary 
6:00pm Midweek Connection  bible study on ZOOM 
6:00pm Club 56 meets in Club 56 room on 2nd Floor 
6:00pm Youth meet at Memorial Park 
7:30pm Bedtime Bible Stories with Miss Cindy  
             (on Bible Explorers and Archeologist’s Facebook page ) 
 

THURSDAY, MAY 13TH - ASCENSION OF THE LORD  
Acts 1:1-11; Psalm 47 or Psalm 93; Ephesians 1:15-23; Luke 24:44-53 
8:30am Project Bridge Workshop in the CLC 
4:30pm Paris Girls Volleyball Club Practice in the CLC 
 

FRIDAY, MAY 14TH 
Psalm 47; Exodus 24:15-18; Revelation 1:9-18  
      

           

ADULT AND YOUTH VOLUNTEERS ARE STILL NEEDED FOR 
PROJECT BRIDGE! 
To be held here at Paris First on TUESDAY - FRIDAY MORN-
INGS DURING THE MONTH OF JUNE!  PLEASE CALL THE 

CHURCH OFFICE OR STOP BY AND PICK UP A VOLUNTEER 
APPLICATION (in order to complete the required  
background check.). ALL VOLUNTEERS ARE ASKED TO AT-
TEND A TRAINING SESSION ON EITHER TUESDAY MAY 18TH 
FROM 2:00-4:30 or on 
THURSDAY, MAY 27TH FROM 6:00-8:30 

 



 
 
 

 Join us for conversation on Wednesday evenings at 6:00 on ZOOM. 
                                                                          Next week we’ll be looking at  John 17:6-23  

 the scripture that will be used for Sunday, May 16th sermon. 
To connect, just follow this link to join the Zoom Meeting 

                          https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83225948583pwd=enpwWXRZS1VHZTdwQmp4aGNHNzQyUT09            
                                                            Meeting ID:  832 2594 8583              Passcode:  930369  

 

Do you have a college student graduating this year?  If so we would like to include them in our 

Graduation Sunday Bulletin.  Please send graduates name, parents name, what they are graduating in and from 
where to the office no later than Tuesday, May 11th if you would like to have them included.  Thanks!! 
 
  
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

We are hosting a gift card shower for Holly Dial, bride elect of Adam Owens who 
will be married on May 14th, 2021.  Holly and Adam are registered at Crate & 
Barrell, West Elm, Target, My favorite Things and The Iron Place.  Cards and senti-
ments can be dropped off in the church office, and we will deliver to the happy 
couple, Thanks!! 

 

“MARK YOUR CALENDAR” for  Sunday afternoon, 

May 23rd when our entire church family is invited 

to our PENTECOST PICNIC at the REFUGE.  Bring 

your own picnic basket to the patio at the Wildlife 

Refuge.  We’ll plan to eat at 5:30, hike on the trails 

or explore the shoreline with Joan Howe at 6:15, 

and then gather back on the patio at 7:30 for Ice 

Cream Sundaes, as we enjoy the Sunset!   

The Little Food Pantry is looking for a locka-

ble storage cabinet (dimensions no larger 

than 66” tall and 36” wide) to store excess 

food at Wiley Chapel UMC.  If you have one 

to donate, please let our church office know.  

Even though Christmas is 7 months away, it is 

time to start collecting money for the United 

Methodist Christmas Shoe Boxes.  This project 

is being led by the children and youth of the 

church.  We have to have the items purchased 

and boxes packed by July 5th!!  If you would 

like to donate to this great cause please put 

Christmas Shoe Boxes in the memo of your 

check.  Thank you so much!!!  

https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Fj%2F83225948583%3Fpwd%3DenpwWXRZS1VHZTdwQmp4aGNHNzQyUT09&sa=D&source=calendar&usd=2&usg=AOvVaw0Oa4WIbtHj9Aazee1Cbr8j


 
 
 
 
 
 
Chiming of the Hour                                                                                                                                                                       
 

Prelude                                     "Oh How He Loves You and Me"  Arison                            John Massa, organ 
 

Welcome and Announcements                                                                        Rev. Joy Weathersbee 
 

Call to Worship                        "Jesus, Name Above All Names"                                          Chancel Choir 
 

Hymn of Praise                          “Blessed Assurance”                                     UMH# 369 
 

 Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine! O what a foretaste of glory divine! 
Heir of salvation, purchase of God, born of his Spirit, washed in his blood. 

 

Refrain:  This is my story, this is my song, praising my Savior all the day long; 
This is my story, this is my song, praising my Savior all the day long. 

 

Perfect submission, perfect delight, visions of rapture now burst on my sight; 
Angels descending bring from above echoes of mercy, whispers of love.  (Refrain) 

 

 Perfect submission, all is at rest; I in my Savior am happy and blest, 
Watching and waiting, looking above, filled with his goodness, lost in his love.  (Refrain) 

 

Sharing of Joys and Concerns & Celebrating Our 3rd Graders        Rev. Joy Weathersbee 
 

Pastoral Prayer and the Lord’s Prayer 
 

Scripture Reading                                        John 15:9-17                                            Pew Bible pg. 109NT 
 

Message                                                   “Chosen to Love”                                     Rev. Joy Weathersbee 
 

Gift of Music                                                “Borning Cry”                                         Chancel Choir 
 

Celebration of the Infant Baptism of  Nora Ann McCrory                        Rev. Joy Weathersbee, officiant 
 

Introduction and Profession of Faith 
 

Congregation’s Response:  With God’s help we will proclaim the good news and live according to 

the example of Christ.  We will surround “Nora” with a community of love and forgiveness, that she 

may grow in her trust of God, and be found faithful in her service to others.  We will pray for her, 

that she may be a true disciple who walks in the way that leads to life. 
 

Affirmation of Faith I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
  

    And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord; 

    who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

    suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;* 

    the third day he rose from the dead;  he ascended into heaven, 

    and sitteth at the right hand of the Father Almighty. 

    from thence he shall come again to judge the quick and the dead. 
  

    I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic** Church, 

    the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

    the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.    

 
 

 

Sixth Sunday of Easter 

May 9th, 2021 

Mothers Day 

11:00 Service in-person  

 and on Facebook Live 



Prayer 
 

Baptism                               
 

Congregational Welcome: Through baptism you are incorporated by the Holy Spirit into God’s new 

creation and made to share in Christ’s royal priesthood.  We are all one in Christ Jesus.  With joy 

and thanksgiving we welcome you as a member of the family of Christ. 
 

Pastor: Members of the household of God, I commend Nora to your love and care.  Do all in your power to 

increase her faith, confirm her hope, and perfect her in love. 
 

Congregational Response: We give thanks for all that God has already given you, and we welcome 

you in Christian love.  As members together with you in the body of Christ and in this congregation 

of The United Methodist Church, we renew our covenant faithfully to participate in the ministries of 

the Church by our prayers, our presence, our gifts, our service, and our witness, that in everything 

God may be glorified through Jesus Christ.  
 

Hymn of Invitation                              “Blest Be the Tie That Binds”                                        UMH# 557 

Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love; 

The fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above. 
 

Before our Father's throne we pour our ardent prayers; 

Our fears, our hopes, our aims are one, our comforts and our cares. 
 

We share each other's woes, our mutual burdens bear; 

And often for each other flows the sympathizing tear. 
 

When we asunder part, it gives us inward pain; 

But we shall still be joined in heart, and hope to meet again. 
 

Benediction                                                      Rev. Joy Weathersbee 
 

Choral Response                                             “My Tribute”                                                  Chancel Choir  
 

Postlude                                          "O the Deep, Deep Love of Jesus"  Page                  John Massa, organ 

 

 
 

 
 

 
          

   

The Bishop has asked that we specifically pray for one church in our conference each week.  You 

will notice  a candle being lit on the altar in honor of that church and its congregation.   

This week we are asking for special prayers for Bruceton - New Hope, and their pastor Steve 

Whitworth. 

The Flowers on the Altar are in Honor of 
Elizabeth Cronin's 18th birthday.   

      With love from  
                  Mom and Ethan 

 

 


